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A. CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Lana#i Planning Commission (Commission) was called to order by
Chair Kelli Gima at approximately 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 20, 2016, in the Lana#i Senior
Center, Lana#i City, Hawaii.

A quorum of the Commission was present (See Record of Attendance).

Ms. Kelli Gima: Good evening everyone.  We’re going to go ahead and get started, so for those
of you who are outside please come on in.  Please silence your cell phones if you haven’t
already.  We’re going to start the April 20th, 2016 Lanai Planning Commission.  It is now 5:00
p.m.  And we’re going to -- we do have quorum tonight.  We have a few members missing.
We’re going to start off by the introduction of our new member, Medigale Badillo.  Welcome.
Would you like to say something about yourself to the community and to the commission?  You
can go on the microphone.

B. INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBER - MEDIGALE BADILLO

Ms. Medigale Badillo: Hello.  I am Medigale Badillo.  I’m...a resident here in Lanai for about 15
years, and I’m just going to step up for the best for our community, and have a good night.

Ms. Gima: Thank you and welcome.  Next on the agenda we’re going to start public testimony,
and I have one on the list.  And we are going to start off with Ron McOmber.  

C. PUBLIC TESTIMONY - At the discretion of the Chair, public testimony may also be taken

when each agenda item is discussed, except for contested cases under Chapter 91, HRS.

Individuals who cannot be present when the agenda item is discussed may testify at the

beginning of the meeting instead and will not be allowed to testify again when the agenda item

is discussed unless new or additional information will be offered.

Mr. Ron McOmber: . . . (inaudible) . . .

Ms. Gima: Okay, yeah, so what we’re going to do is we’re going to start general testimony if
anybody needs to leave and can’t stay for the evening.  After the two permit application items,
we’ll open up testimony again after you’ve had time to hear the presentation, you might have
some questions.  So I’m going to read down the list, and if you are willing to give testimony right
now, then please come up to the mic.  Next is Albert Morita. 

Mr. Albert Morita: Good afternoon Chairperson Gima and members of the commission.  My
name is Albert Morita.  I’m nearly a life long resident of Lanai, in fact, having grown up in the



Lana#i Planning Commission
Minutes – April 20, 2016
Page 2      APPROVED 07-20-2016

Koele area, in the much simpler times.  I’m here on behalf of myself and my wife, Julia Morita,
who has spent more than half of her life time on Lanai, and we both love it here. 

We are here today to express our concern with the helistop pads proposed for Koele -- Koele,
Lanai.  We believe they are an inappropriate use of the lands and will be a detriment to and not
in harmony with an area long cherished for its beautiful and serene nature.  After all our late
Dennis Kamakahi wrote: “Koele . . . (inaudible) . . . -- Memorializing the peaceful calm of that
area.”  In addition, the proposed area sits at the junction of two major access roads to the north,
west, and east areas of Lanai.  The safety of those who use these roads and adjacent lands will
be seriously compromised by the pads being so close, within 300 feet, of Keamoku Road, and
the proposed flight . . . (inaudible) . . . to the northeast going directly over Keamoku Road.  We
question the selection of the Koele site when a perfectly good airport is just a 10 minute drive
away from the Lodge at Koele, and provides a safe and accessible landing site.  If the applicant
really needs a closer site than the Lanai Airport, then they should consider the area marked on
their exhibit regional location map which indicates an area near the sporting clay range about
a mile or more to the north.  And I kind, and I kind of wondering why the notice of hearing
indicates this particular area, and I wasn’t going to testify because that’s the area I thought it
was.  But doing more research I find out it’s right at the tennis courts at Koele.  So at best it’s
a...clerical error, which I find hard to believe in these days of GPS, Google Earth and everything
else.  And at worse, an intentional effort to deceit?  At any rate, please do not approve the
request to construct and operate the proposed Koele helistop.  Thank you.

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Uncle Albert, I have a quick question.  Just to clarify, so you got a notice
of hearing, but it didn’t specifically say it was in the Koele area? 

Mr. Morita: I relied on the map.  And if there is a power point presentation later, it’s on the
exhibit.  The exhibit is regional location map, and on that map it shows an area very near the
sporting clay’s entry gate, which is nearly a mile away.  And if you depended on this map to see
if it affected you or concerned you, you probably wouldn’t have come tonight, and I nearly didn’t
come. 

Ms. Gima: Alright.  Thank you for your clarification and your testimony.  Next up we have
Margaret Peary.

Ms. Margaret Peary: Hello.  Okay.  My name is Margaret Peary.  I haven’t lived here for a long
time.  I would echo everything that Albert just said.  I reflects my feelings exactly.  I, I find this
absurd because we are in such close proximity to the airport.  This is not an inaccessible area.
It’s not as though they’re shuttling down to Club Lanai or something where the roads can be
washed out and it’s very rough going to get to a place like that.  Where I lived formerly in
Mililani, it wasn’t too far from a fire station, and every now and then a helicopter comes right
over, and you think, oh dear God, I think they’re going to land our roof because they just skims
over and then they land in an empty field near the fire station.  It isn’t fun.  It isn’t nice.  It
certainly isn’t something I would want to be anywhere near.  They say the flight paths won’t go
near any residential areas, but if I were a guest, even, at Koele and you’ve got this loud thing
now landing and it could land at night sometimes, I just think it’s absurd that people who come
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to this island can’t just come in to the airport and make their way by car like everyone else and
go to either Koele and Manele.  I’m not -- you know whatever the Manele people are going to
say about that, but as far as Koele, I’m absolutely against it, and I ask the board to vote no. 

Ms. Gima: Thank you very much.  Next up we have Randy Fernandez. 

Mr. Randy Fernandez: Good evening Madame Chair Gima.  I do feel for you Albert and the rest
of the community about the Koele.  I’m here for Manele.  I do hope that you guys back us up
down at Manele.  As far as Koele, after hearing this testimony I feel like maybe we should look
at Koele and see, you know, what we can do to make it happen.  Maybe not so close.
Maybe...another location.  But definitely we would love to have a helipad somewhere in that
vicinity.  Thank you.

Ms. Gima: Thank you very much.  Next we have Wendy Kaopuiki.  You’re going to do it after?
Okay.  Stanley Ruidas?  After.  Robin Kaye?  After.  Melvin Catiel?  

Mr. Melvin Catiel: My name Melvin Catiel, born and raised here, and Koele was part of my
playground before when we were young.  We used to play there, Albert them and the Kwon
family when they were living up there.  I’m against the Koele helipad because you get people
in the hospital who gotta be medivac, they gotta go down to the airport.  Why you gotta build
one up there just for tourists who get plenty money.  No make sense.  Let them go down the
airport like any other people we gotta medivac.  Plus on top of that, there’s a graveyard up
there.  Now people holding services, you don’t want a helicopter flying over, buzzing around.
If it was me, my family there, I go look for the pilot, I give ‘em dirty lickin’.  So I don’t know, if you
guys probably wiping the tourist’s ass too already, for you guys who want to build this.  So I’m
against it. 

Ms. Gima: Thank you very much.  Next we have Ken Escolito.  Okay. Chad Campbell?
Debbie dela Cruz?

Ms. Debbie dela Cruz: Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  My name is Debbie
dela Cruz, and I’m a Lanai resident.  I think we all share the hope that our resorts will succeed.
We don’t want to return to a few years ago when many good people were leaving the island as
they lost their jobs.  So as I read up on helistops I had that in mind.  Do we need helistops for
the resorts to succeed?  Pacific Business News said that the helistops here would be some of
the first on top any of Hawaii’s hotels.  So there are other high end resorts without helistops.
Then I tried to think like the target rich visitor to Lanai and that was hard to stretch.  From T.V.
and movies, they appear to want the unique, they want comfort, and they want convenience.
We’ve waited for hours at the Honolulu when there are flight delays and seen how impatient
some of those well dressed people get.  You know they’ll never plan -- you know they’ll never
plan another trip to Lanai.  My first thought when I see this, see that is stay home next time.  My
second thought is we need them.  Lanai is a one horse town, and that horse is high end
tourism.  I may lose friends forever, but I finally decided not to oppose the helistops.  Those rich
people want exclusivity.  If we accept the helistops, we need to look at minimizing the effects
on the community, and consider what makes people move to Lanai, and what makes residents
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stay.  Helicopters buzzing overhead aren’t part of that.  Based on what I’ve read about the
helistop controversies elsewhere, I ask that if you consider the following. 

One, set time limits for the flights, such 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  The permit requested Pulama
notified the 110 members of the Manele and Koele Associations about this request, and they
only received two responses asking that there not be flights between 11:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m.
There’s no mention of notifying Iwiole people.  Please take into consideration that many of those
homeowners are part-time residents who don’t work on Lanai, unlike many residents who are
working and need their sleep.  The association homeowners probably have double wall homes,
possibly insulated, and probably have air-conditioning so they don’t need to keep their windows
open.  Most Lanai homes aren’t doubled walled, and people typically leave their windows open
so noise is a factor especially at night.  

Number two, set sound limits in decibels.  We don’t want a huge Sikorsky landings off load a
large group.  The permit request states that the helicopters are, quote, “anticipated to carry a
maximum of six passengers including the pilot,” end quote.  But this isn’t a commitment for that
passenger load.  The noise from the helicopters is more important than the size.

Number three, minimize flights when possible by dropping baggage at the airport. 

Number four, do not allow helicopters to fly over the city or within a certain distance from the
city for noise and safety reasons.

Number five, allow uses at Manele helistop in cases of major emergencies so the community
could get some benefit.  This could be limited to government and medivac use.  Some smart
Lanai people have pointed out that our current community plan discourages the establishment
of commercial heliport facilities outside of Lanai Airport, and prohibits aircraft flight patterns over
Lanai City, and late night aircraft operations to mitigate noise.  If the community makes a
concession and allows helistops, please make sure that the community is protected as much
as possible.

Lastly, at the Koloiki lookout several weeks ago, there was a couple looking over at Manele and
Maui, and after a long while the wife turned and commented to her husband that it was so quiet.
A guest watching the sunset from the veranda of the Lodge probably has the same thought, so
let’s not kill the golden goose by destroying what people come here for.  Thank you.

Ms. Gima: Thank you very much.  Next, we have Kathy Brindo.  

Ms. Kathy Brindo: I’m Kathy Brindo.  I’ve lived on Lanai, and raised my kids here.  It’s been 36
years.  And what Debbie said one of the first things I thought -- I think to myself why, why do
people want to come here?  There’s so much more on other islands.  And recently, it kind of
startled me because it’s something I’ve just taken for granted is what Debbie said; people have
said to me, oh, it’s quiet here.  We have --.  When we think about we have the quiet, we have
the lack of traffic.  And the other thing, not so many people around.  And they live with this
everyday; the traffic, the people, the noise.  And I think we’re kind of starting to kill off what we
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have, one of our better things with this. 

I live in Iwiole, and I figure from the --.  Well, I’m right in front of Iwiole, and I figure from the
tennis courts, it would take about a minute for a helicopter to get to my house.  We’ve had them
landing, you know, in that area or at Koele, and it’s loud.  I mean, we always go outside to see
what’s happening because it’s loud.  And you know, the wind comes from that direction, so it’s
double loud.  It’s, it’s right at you.  You can’t get away from it. 

And then I had some questions too.  How often are these going to happen?  Are they going to
have tours that go around the island?  Are they going to be leaving hourly?  You know, is it --.
First I thought, oh, just once or twice a day, but it could be hourly.  It could be more than that
depending on what’s happened.  

Actually, I think that’s about it, so thank you.  Thank you for listening.

Ms. Gima: Thank you very much.  

Ms. Zigmond: Kathy, can I ask you a question please?  Do you live in Iwiole?

Ms. Brindo: Yes, I live right in front.

Ms. Zigmond: Did you get a notice about this hearing?

Ms. Brindo: Kind of.  Well, e-mail from friends. 

Ms. Zigmond: But, I mean, you did not get one from the applicant as the homeowners at Manele
and Koele did? 

Ms. Brindo: No.

Ms. Zigmond: Okay, thanks. 

Ms. Gima: Next, we have Myles Saruwatari.

Mr. Myles Saruwatari: Hello.  I’m Myles Saruwatari.  I grew up on Lanai.  I moved away for 40-
something years.  I just moved back in 2013.  Now my view may not be as well rounded as
everybody else here because I haven’t lived here for a long time.  But I’m going to tell you when
I came back to Hawaii, Lanai specifically, it was a shock.  Shock.  When I went to Lahaina for
the first time in 40 years, I was shocked at Lahaina.  It’s Waikiki.  Now, I’m not saying that’s
going to happen with the helipad here, but what is -- what I noticed about what the ads and
everything for tourism to Hawaii, of Hawaii, Lanai, it’s about the rustic Lanai; the country
atmosphere, the peace and quiet.  If you start having helicopters and that kind of stuff coming
in on a regular basis doing tours, it destroys what you’re advertising for Lanai tourism.  Yeah,
it creates, may create more business, more money, but where do you draw the line?  We have
a way of life...that is very important.  Thank you.
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Ms. Gima: Thank you Myles.  Next up Betty Agtarap.  You’re not testifying?  Okay.
Warren Osako.  

Mr. Warren Osako: I’ll wait till after.

Ms. Gima: Okay.  Haruo Kawamura?  No?  Okay.  Max Renigado? 

Mr. Max Renigado: How’s it everybody, my name is Max.  I’m not a Lanai boy.  I moved here
for work.  I’ve been here for 14 years.  My biggest concern about this heliport is the usage.  That
area is an active hunting area whether they be by paid hunt, by archery, by shotgun or on the
weekends during hunting seasons.  We’ve had a few incidents to where during hunting season
a chopper came by and ruined many peoples’ opportunities to successfully fulfill their
opportunity here for whatever lottery that they signed up.  The hunting part for the community
that’s a big financial...profit for us.  Nothing that is self reliant on Pulama.  This is community
based guys that work hard for support the hunters.  They reap the benefits from it.  If this
happens is...I would like for them not fly during hunting season.  Shut them down because you
give them free pass for go around town, what’s going to stop them from doing a shoreline pass
through all the areas that DLNR rents so that we can have our state hunt?  How many guys
going get pissed off saying, bra, I had one chance and this chopper came by, the herd gone.
Okay, they stop coming, DNLR lose money, we lose money, the community lose money.  I’m
pretty sure some how, somewhere Pulama going feel the pain that the community going feel
because bra, guys coming here, they spend a lot of money.  Thousand dollars one person,
between renting your car, your plane ticket, getting your food, getting animals back safely.  And
if you get one trophy, you’re taxed, and that’s a lot of money involved.  And then we all doing
this so that the goose egg can be happy.  Think about the little people trying for be content with
life here.  It’s like no sacrifice everything so that the goose egg can be happy.

Ms. Gima: Thank you Max.  Lastly we have Kathy Carroll.  Okay.  Patricia Noble.  You’re not
testifying.  Okay.  Bruce Harvey.

Mr. Bruce Harvey: Hello everybody I’m Bruce.  I don’t have any oppositions to the heliport down
at Manele, but if somebody is trying to tell me in order to save time, bring them from the airport
to Koele, I think by the time they get off the plane with their luggage and everything else, you’d
get there faster than in a car, by helicopter.  And I also firmly believe this is an end run of smoke
and mirrors of picking people up, all of sudden, oh, we’re going to Koele via Garden of the
Gods, . . . (inaudible) . . .Kawela and Maunalei gulch.  Somebody standing there at Koloiki
Ridge, woah, where you guys going?  Oh, we’re going to Koele, so you know, I just have
problems with the original intent of this.  If somebody has a really good reason why they need
a heliport up at Koele, I’d love to hear it.  I mean, you might convince that we need one there.
But so far it’s, oh, we need exclusiveness.  People are not going to come Lanai because they
can’t take a five minute helicopter ride from the airport to Koele.  No, that’s not going to happen.
Once again, I think it’s kind of “shibai” thing that they just want to throw a tour in.  I really believe
that, so...that’s my opinion.  Okay, thank you.

Ms. Gima: Thank you Bruce.  Is there anyone else at this time that wants to testify that hasn’t
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been able to sign up?  Aunty Winnie.  Please come up and the Nick Palumbo next.  

Ms. Winifred Basques: My name is Winifred Basques.  I live on this island 53 years.  I’ve been
hunting on this island 45 years.  I’m a hunter.  Okay, I telling you this because it’s sustainability.
Okay, we live off the land.  And if this helipad pass, look out man, we get one big problem.  Big
problems.  If this gonna pass, my observation is, no, aole pilikia, pono.  Stick to the regular
place.  If they want to come in, go to the airport.  That is what it’s all about.  Did they have any
permission to come from the FAA?  Or did they have any permit come out from the EIS or the
SMA permit?  I don’t think so, and yet he brings everybody over here to look this island and they
gonna destroy our island, our lifestyle.  Thank you very much. 

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Nick?

Mr. Nick Palumbo: Hi.  So coming here, I hear a lot of things and I feel –

Ms. Gima: Can you state your name please? 

Mr. Palambo: My name is Nick Palumbo.  I’m a resident here.  Like Uncle Melvin, I grew up
playing around Koele when I was like 10 years at George Ohashi’s house before any resorts,
hotels here.  And then like Max said, you know, you hear things and then your brain starts
going.  I didn’t write anything down.  Last year, while my friend was here on a State hunt, we
went hunting at Mahana.  We watched a deer from a mile away.  As the deer made their way
up and got in range, a helicopter flew.  We couldn’t hear the helicopter coming.  It flew over the
same herd we waited for, watching the helicopter buzz scared them all off and then chase ‘em.
My friend, from Maui, looked at me and he said, bra, I like shoot the helicopter right now, yeah.
So the other night while hearing about this, I was in the shower and I started thinking, you know,
it’s going to be, it’s going to be a heavy thing, yeah?  And I started thinking about what he said,
you know, about this meeting.  Then I started thinking about where it’s proposed to be; it’s
within a mile of my house.  And I start thinking about my kids.  

Last year my daughter was playing at the edge of Iwiole fence feeding the horses with her
mother, and she got shot in the head by a 22 air rifle in the head.  Okay.  The police had several
different things.  They couldn’t find who had shot her.  They still haven’t found who had shot her.
And I thought, the same person who had shoot a nine year old girl in the head would shoot a
helicopter, you know.  So...you know, safety is a real issue, yeah.  And for me when I was --
2010, my son was at the hotel at Manele, and he nearly drowned in the pool.  He got medivac
by helicopter to Oahu and it saved his life, yeah.  So both ways, but just so long you guys listen
to the community and, you know, the things that happen.  So that’s it.  And I oppose, just to
clarify that.  I oppose it all together, but those are things that happened.  Thank you.

Ms. Gima: Thanks Nick.  Anyone else?  Diane.  Please state your name for the record. 

Ms. Diane Preza: My name is Diane Preza.  I was born and raised here on Lanai, and I have
concerns about the Koele helipad.  I live at Hawaiian Homelands along the Iwiole ditch and the
helicopters that pass there now, they don’t fly over us, but they fly close enough that it’s really --
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it’s kind of scary, it’s really noisy, and like Kathy Brindo, we’d go outside because we think
something is wrong and dogs going crazy.  But, I just want you to consider that because like
Uncle Albert said the airport is really close and I would prefer not to have the helipad at Koele.
Thank you.

Ms. Zigmond: Madame Chair, can I ask her a question?  Diane, you live at Hawaiian
Homelands?  Did you receive any notification about the –

Ms. Preza: I received the e-mail from Pulama. 

Ms. Zigmond: But nothing that was a via mail like the homeowners did, or any specific address
to you as a resident of Hawaiian Homelands?  

Ms. Preza: . . . (inaudible) . . . 

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Last call for public testimony at this time.  Joelle?

Ms. Joelle Aoki: Good evening commissioners, my name is Joelle Aoki.  I’m a native of Lanai.
And I have mixed feelings about the helipad at Koele.  I do know for a fact that helicopters that
have flown to Lanai in the past has been very dangerous for me and my family.  On one
occasion we were rounding up our cattle and we were getting close to the shoot area, and the
helicopter thought, oh, round up, and they decided to hover over us with me on the horse.  I fell
off, almost got trampled, and I was very upset, and so I found out from our senators the only
way you could hold someone responsible is to be able to get the serial number off of the
helicopter.  But it’s not like you’re sitting there with your binoculars all day long, and, you know,
when you’re shook up like that it’s almost impossible.  You can get the markings and identifying
marks of the, of the aircraft, but the serial number is very difficult to acquire.  And this has
happened more than once.  

And although we may not have the large ranch today, we still have cattle on island and still till
today when I go out there and I try to push them on foot, it’s very dangerous because the
helicopters pass above and they want to see what’s going on because they can see me out in
the open and the cattles turn around, and we’re talking about 800 pound animals coming
running at me and I’m on my feet.  

And so for me it’s been very dangerous and...so I think, you know, if there are conditions, it’s
very important about how the conditions are placed, and the times of day and the flight patterns.
Often times, I do agree with Bruce Harvey because often times they, they...they go off of their
flight pattern is what I understand.  I personally know a couple of helicopter pilots who have told
me when you have the helipad on Lanai, they’re not going to fly the same pattern.  They’re
going to -- they’re going veer off of that sometimes.  If they want to --.  They’re not required to
stay on that flight pattern.  And so...I just would like to ask you to think very carefully about the
conditions on the helipads particularly at Koele.  I have not received anything.  I live pretty close
to Koele, in Wailua housing, but did know about it through public notice.  I, I do agree that it’s
very close to the airport, and I have personally caught a helicopter to Koele in the opening, the
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grand opening of Koele, and it was actually faster to get up in the van because the luggage beat
us so that’s just from experience.  Thank you.

Ms. Gima: Thank you Joelle.  Okay, at this time, we’re going to close public testimony and move
on to our next agenda item which is election of officers for 2016-2017 commission year.  This
is new officers as chair and vice-chair.  So we’ll start off if anybody has any nominations. 

D. ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2016-2017 COMMISSION YEAR - CHAIR and VICE-
CHAIR

Ms. Zigmond: Madame Chair?

Ms. Gima: Yes?

Ms. Zigmond: I think you have done such an outstanding job this past year even though we
didn’t have the full amount of meetings that we should have, so maybe you didn’t get your feet
completely wet, but I nominate you to be our fearless leader once again. 

Mr. Bradford Oshiro: Kelli, I’ll second that.  

Ms. Gima: Okay.  Bev motioned for myself, Kelli Gima, to be chair; Brad second.  Let’s take a
vote.  All --.  I’m sorry.  Is there any other nominations for anyone else to be chair?  Alright, so
we’ll go ahead and take a vote.  All in favor -- all in favor of those for me to be chair for the next
commission year raise your hand.  One, two, three, four, five, six.  Unanimous.  Okay.  Thank
you.  

It was moved by Commissioner Beverly Zigmond, seconded by
Commissioner Bradford Oshiro, then unanimously

VOTED: Commissioner Kelli Gima as Chairperson for the 2016-2017
commission year. 

(Assenting: M. Badillo, M. Baltero, S. Ferguson, S. Koanui Nefalar,
B. Oshiro, B. Zigmond)

(Excused: S. Marlowe)
(Absent: J. Barfield)

Ms. Gima: And then we’ll go ahead for nominations for the vice-chair.

Ms. Zigmond: Madame Chair, I nominate Stacie to be vice-chair again, if she accepts. 

Mr. Oshiro: And I second that.
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Ms. Gima: Okay.  Bev made a motion for Stacie to be vice-chair, Brad seconds it.  Any other
nominations for vice-chair?  None.  All in favor of those voting for Stacie to be vice-chair raise
your hand.  Unanimous.  That passes.  Alright.

It was moved by Commissioner Beverly Zigmond, seconded by
Commissioner Bradford Oshiro, then unanimously

VOTED: Commissioner Stacie Koanui Nefalar as Vice-Chairperson for
the 2016-2017 commission year. 

(Assenting: M. Badillo, M. Baltero, S. Ferguson, S. Koanui Nefalar,
B. Oshiro, B. Zigmond)

(Excused: S. Marlowe)
(Absent: J. Barfield)

E. RESOLUTION THANKING OUTGOING COMMISSIONER JOELLE AOKI

Ms. Gima: And next on our agenda item is a resolution thanking our outgoing commissioner
Joelle Aoki.

Mr. Clayton Yoshida: Thank you Madame Chair, members of the Commission.  I guess we’d
like to pause for a few moments to, since we didn’t have a March meeting, to thank the outgoing
member, Joelle Aoki, for 4 ½ years of service as a member of the Lanai Planning Commission.
We have a resolution of the Lanai Planning Commission, which reads:

WHEREAS, Joelle Aoki has served the County of Maui since August 2011 as a
member of the Lana#i Planning Commission; and
WHEREAS, Ms. Aoki has served with distinction and has performed her duties
in the highest professional manner with the Lana#i Planning Commission; and
WHEREAS, Ms. Aoki’s term of office expired on March 31, 2016; now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED that the Lana#i Planning Commission hereby commends
Ms. Aoki for her dedication and untiring public service to the people of Lana4i;
and 
FURTHERMORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Lana#i Planning Commission
expresses their sincere appreciation for Ms. Aoki’s services and extends their
best wishes in her future endeavors; and
FURTHERMORE, BE IT RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be
transmitted to the Honorable Alan Arakawa, Mayor of the County of Maui; and
the Honorable Mike White, Council Chair of the Maui County Council.

So if you all could sign this Resolution for Joelle.  We also have a letter, a congratulatory letter
from Mayor as well as a certificate of appreciation from the Mayor thanking Joelle for her
commitment to Lanai community, and her countless contributions to the Lanai Planning
Commission.  Thank you Joelle.  
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F. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 17, 2016 MEETING

Ms. Gima: Okay, we will move on to Item F on the agenda, which is the approval of the minutes
of the February 17, 2016 meeting.  Commissioners, is there any discussions?  Anything that
needs to be pointed out to Leilani at all?  Okay.  Nothing?  Do I hear a motion to approve the
February 17th minutes?

Ms. Zigmond: I so move. 

Ms. Stacie Koanui Nefalar: . . . (inaudible) . . . 

Ms. Gima: Okay, it’s been moved by Bev, and second by Stacie to approve the February 17th,
2016 minutes.  Again, any discussion?  All in favor of approving the minutes raise your hand.
Okay, unanimous, that passes. 

It was moved by Commissioner Beverly Zigmond, seconded by
Commissioner Stacie Koanui Nefalar, then unanimously

VOTED: to approve the February 17, 2016 meeting minutes as
submitted. 

(Assenting: M. Badillo, M. Baltero, S. Ferguson, S. Koanui Nefalar,
B. Oshiro, B. Zigmond)

(Excused: S. Marlowe)
(Absent: J. Barfield)

G. PUBLIC HEARING (Action to be taken after public hearing.)

1. MR. KURT MATSUMOTO, Chief Operating Officer of LANAI RESORTS, LLC
(dba PULAMA LANAI) requesting a Community Plan Amendment from
Business/ Commercial to Single Family Residential and a Change in Zoning
from B-CT Country Town Business District to R-1 Residential District for
the Lanai Avenue Residential Homes project, the reconstruction of three
(3) single family homes and three (3) detached carports at 605, 615, and 623
Lanai Avenue, TMK: 4-9-006: 050, Lanai City, Island of Lanai. (CPA
2015/0005) (CIZ 2015/0006) (K. Wollenhaupt) 

Ms. Gima: Okay, on to Item G, which is our public hearing.

Ms. Zigmond: Madame Chair?
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Ms. Gima: Yes?

Ms. Zigmond: Excuse me please.  I was wondering if, since we have new members...and also
as a refresher for the rest of us who might not fully understand or be aware of the conflict of
interest especially when the applicant is the employer.  If we could have some discussion about
that.  I remember sitting on this commission in previous times when an employee recused
himself whenever the application was from the company or about the hotel, and I think that it’s
very important.  I think...it’s a threat to the integrity of this commission if we don’t have that
discussion and have a thorough understanding.  

Ms. Richelle Thomson: Thank you for the question.  So what the commissioner was referring
to is the Board of Ethics.  Sorry, the Charter’s Code of Ethics.  And that states that if you have
a direct financial interest in an application that you should refrain from voting.  There’s a Board
of Ethics opinion from 2004 that says that you’re not automatically...you’re not automatically
disqualified or should refrain from voting, but you need to disclose your conflict of interest.  In
this case we’re talking about an employer/employee relationship potentially by some of the
members.  If you’re employed by the applicant, directly, you should disclose that on the record.
It’s your choice ultimately whether you would either vote, refrain from voting, request a deferral
of the item so that you can seek a Board of Ethic’s opinion.  And if you follow that Board of
Ethic’s opinion, then you’re in the clear as far as the commissioner.  So if you have questions
I can answer them.

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: What’s the --.  So if an employee -- what’s the consequence of, of the
employee if there is a conflict?

Ms. Thomson: Basically the potential consequence would be what someone who believes that
the decision was made and improperly influenced by that conflict of interest.  Someone could
challenge that decision.  A Board of Ethics complaint could also be brought against the
commissioner, and the Board of Ethics could recommend, you know, removal or...or other.

Ms. Gima: Bev, did that answer your question?

Ms. Zigmond: I appreciate Corp Counsel talking about that.  I understand that, or hopefully we
will have a little more discussion on that when we get to the ethics part of our orientation
workshop.  I appreciate that...for what you gave us.  I didn’t actually have a question.  I just
needed to put it out there, and my understanding is it’s also the perception of a conflict because
that can be just as detrimental as an actual conflict. 

Ms. Thomson: Thank you. I can answer that question.  It’s  -- it’s not a perception of a conflict.
It’s an actual conflict of interest that is...what you’re trying to avoid.  

Ms. Gima: Do any of the other commissioners have any questions for Corp Counsel or need
any clarification on this? 

Mr. Stephen Ferguson: Madame Chair, just for the record I would like to say that in recent
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weeks I started working for Lanai Builders, so I might be participating in some of the discussion,
but I would probably recuse myself from anything that comes up dealing with Pulama.  

Ms. Gima: Any other questions from any of the other commissioners?  

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: So how would it be determined that there is a direct conflict?  ‘Cause if the
employee feels that there is none, I mean, who decides there is one and who decides it isn’t?

Ms. Thomson: Thank you for the question.  It’s the Board of Ethics would be the agency that
would determine that question.  So this is -- this advisory opinion from 2004 dealt with
employees of Castle & Cooke who were serving on the commission.  And, so the Board of
Ethics at that time wasn’t dealing with a specific issue, so there wasn’t an application that they
were looking at.  Does this employee have a direct financial interest such that person should
not vote on a decision for that application.  So what the board said was that employees are not
-- employee commissioners are not automatically prohibited from voting on matters brought by
then Castle & Cooke.  They must disclose the financial interest in any matter which may be
affected by the action by this commission.  The commissioner may ask the board to review the
matter to determine if it’s one that would be affected by the employment relationship and
therefore require that the commissioner abstains from voting.  And then it kind of goes on to say
the commissioner must decide whether to proceed on the vote -- whether to proceed on the
vote on the matter, abstain from voting, or request a deferral on vote until the commissioner has
requested an advisory opinion of the Board.  So Robert’s Rules of Order also govern
parliamentary procedures, and Robert’s Rules of Order say you can’t force someone to abstain
from voting.  You can raise, you know, the concept is this a conflict of interest, and, you know,
you can discuss amongst yourself.  The commissioner, though, themselves must decide do they
want to seek a board opinion, do they feel that they don’t have a direct conflict of interest so that
they can participate and vote, or if they need -- if they’re uncertain and they want a board
opinion then they can request a deferral.  And then that would be up to this body to decide
whether to defer. 

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: Okay, so what you’re saying is so...for example, I work for the State of
Hawaii Department of Education at the school.  So if the school was here in front of us to say
they’re applying for a permit for something.  And because I work for them, and if their permit
gets denied -- or, well, let’s say if my financial interest would be if the permit doesn’t go through
does that...hinder my employment? 

Ms. Thomson: . . .(inaudible) . . . typical answer here.  It depends.  I think that what, what the
Board of Ethics and that you, the commissioner, would look at is, you work for the DOE, for the
school system.  If it were a -- say it were for a program, it’s funding for a program that you work
directly on and if that didn’t pass you would lose your job, that to me would be a clear conflict
of interest and you should refrain from voting.  If you would not lose your job, but it would
generally affect your work life, that might be a gray area, and then you’d want a Board of Ethics
opinion prior to voting.  Or if you felt, you know, that’s a conflict, then you could abstain from
voting.  If it’s just, you know, we’re going to put new playground equipment at the school, it has
nothing to do with your job.  It’s not --.  You wouldn’t be affected by that decision one way or
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another, then in my opinion that would not be a conflict of interest.  But, again, the Board of
Ethics is really the decision making authority on whether or not you have a conflict.  

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: Then you would also have to go with feeling because working for your
employer you can feel the pressure of having to vote one way or the other because it affects
some other people that you work with, you know, your friends, your family.  You have an
obligation, or a feeling of obligation to vote in favor. 

Ms. Thomson: I can understand that.  I think one of things that -- and this is in general that the
commissioners need to really put on their commission hat when they’re here. So they -- yes,
of course, you’re still, you know, a wife, a mother, and a member of the public, but you’re a
commissioners in this role, first and foremost, and your job is to look at an application, apply the
law related to that application, and then make a fair decision based on the law.  And it would
be the same I would say that your feelings shouldn’t come in to is it a good project, is it a bad
project, do I like it, do I not like.  That’s not so much what your role is.  Your role is to apply the
law to the application. 

Ms. Zigmond: I have one more question.  So if I’m on the clock while I’m at this meeting making
decisions, is that a conflict?

Ms. Thomson: I assume that you mean on the clock for a -- yeah, working for an applicant
whose application is up before the commission.  I don’t know.  I think that if the commissioner
felt that was a conflict of interest, then they should seek a Board of Ethics opinion.  But that’s
getting a little bit too far into the . . . (inaudible) . . . for me to feel comfortable giving advice on
it.

Ms. Gima: Thank you for some of that clarification.  I think this will be beneficial to continue to
have this conversation when we cover ethics, but also for all of us commissioners as ongoing
with the meeting to bring this up if you ever feel that you need to state your conflict or as to
recuse yourself.  Yeah, I think it should be an ongoing discussion when needed. 

So we’re going to move along unless there’s any other questions now is the time.  Okay.  We’re
going on to our public hearing, Item No. 1 . . . (Chair Kelli Gima read the above project
description into the record.) . . .  And who will be --?  Okay, I’ll turn it over to you.

Mr. Kurt Wollenhaupt: Good afternoon members of the Lanai Planning Commission.  It’s a
pleasure to be here this evening.  My name’s Kurt, and I work with Clayton Yoshida in the
Current Planning Division of the Maui County Department of Planning.  So for the new
commissioner, what my role is is to do an overview of the project, tell you kind of why we’re
even here tonight.  The applicant’s representative, Karlynn Fukuda, she will be presenting a
power point presentation that will talk about the specific subject, and then we’ll have questions
at the behest of the chairwoman and the members of the commission. 

So what’s the history, especially for the new commissioner, we did give you a disc that would
have the Environmental Assessment that was done for this project.  Just to refresh the
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commissioners, the Environmental Assessment is an information document that was deemed
complete by this body.  That completion date was done on January 20, 2016.  Therefore the
information document is an integral part of looking at today’s public hearing item for a
Community Plan Amendment and a Change in Zoning.  The Environmental Assessment was
published by the Office of Environmental Quality Control, and there was no public challenges
during the legal challenge period.  Therefore, it is deemed complete to be used for today’s
review.  

That being the case, the matter before you does arise from applications that were filed back
on August 4 th, 2015, and it’s for a project known as the Lanai Avenue Homes.  The applications
were filed by their applicant’s representative, Munekiyo Hiraga, on behalf of Pulama Lanai,
referred to today as the applicant.  And it’s to reclassify approximately half an acre parcel from
the Community Plan District Business Commercial to Single Family.  So that’s the first thing
we’re going to be looking tonight is a Community Plan Amendment.  The second is to reclassify
the same subject parcel from the County of Maui’s Zoning District from Business Country Town
to R1-Residential.  So we have two things that would be reviewed in the power point
presentation in order to make the ability to actually re-build these three houses which would
require both the Community Plan Amendment and the Change in Zoning. 

That being the case, what is the proposed development?  It involves the reconstruction of three
single family residences along with three detached carports in Lanai City, located at 605, 615,
and 623 Lanai Avenue.  These were former homes that were demolished in August 2014, which
brings a historical review.  Demolition permits were recommended for approval by the Maui
County Cultural Resources Commission on December 5 th, 2013, and were issued by the County
of Maui, Department of Public Works on May 23rd, 2014.  The homes were demolished in
August of 2014, and a detailed Historic American Building Survey -- that’s you’ve mystically
known as HABS – documentation is in the Environmental Assessment which tells of the history
of each of the three homes and it does meet the requirements of Historic Preservation Division
of the Department of Land and Natural Resources and the Natural Parks Services of the US
Department of the Interior. 

That being the case, for the benefit of the new commissioner, the reason that we had to do an
Environmental Assessment was because there was a Community Plan Amendment.  You’ll be
getting training here with Chapter 343 with regards to Environmental Assessment requires
there’s a number of triggers.  One of the triggers is if you’re going to have a Community Plan
Amendment, that triggers the requirement for an Environmental Assessment to look at the
potential effects of this Change in Zoning and Community Plan Amendment.  

With that, I think that Karlynn Fukuda will do the power point presentation if that’s okay with the
chairwoman, and that will be detailed description of the project.  Thank you.

Ms. Gima: Hold on second, one of the commissioners have, has a question.

Mr. Oshiro: I was just wondering, for this application, is this costing Pulama any monetary value
to apply for this application?  To have it transferred from residential -- commercial to residential?
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Mr. Wollenhaupt: Well, I -- I wouldn’t speak on -- I wouldn’t speak for Pulama.  I would just
speak from a Planning perspective.  This would actually be considered probably a down zoning.
When you would have a commercial property in most, most situations, that would be more
valuable.  So if I had a –

Mr. Oshiro: I just want to know is it costing any money –

Mr. Wollenhaupt: Right.

Mr. Oshiro: -- to get it from commercial to residential?

Mr. Wollenhaupt: Well, they do have an application fee, yes, they have to pay.  So there’s a
Community Plan Amendment fee and a Change in Zoning fee and a public hearing fee.  I would
anticipate those fees would -- Clayton might know exactly -- but $2,000, $3,000 for those types
of fees.  Thank you. 

Ms. Karlynn Fukuda: I’m going to need to jump back and forth to the lap top, so I’m hopefully
not standing in anyone’s way because I can’t get the --.  

Mr. Wollenhaupt: I’ll do it.

Ms. Fukuda: Okay, thank you Kurt.  So good evening chair and members of the Lanai Planning
Commission.  My name is Karlynn Fukuda of Munekiyo Hiraga.  We are here tonight to present
the Community Plan Amendment and Change in Zoning for the proposed Lanai Avenue
Residential Homes Project.  Next slide please. 

Joining me tonight is Lynn McCrory of Pulama Lanai, the project applicant.  We also have here
the list of project sub-consultants.  Next slide please. 

We are requesting the Planning Commission’s recommendation of approval regarding the
Community Plan Amendment and Change in Zoning for the project to the Maui County Council.
Next slide please. 

As Kurt mentioned, the project entails the construction of three replacement homes on Lanai
Avenue.  The property is identified as tax map key: 2-4-9-006-050, and is approximately a half
acre in size.  And we see here, it’s on the corner of Lanai Avenue and Sixth Street, and then
Koele Street here, but this is the property that we’re talking about tonight.  

The table shown here indicates the existing and proposed land use entitlements for parcel 50.
In order to build the proposed three replacement homes and carports, a Community Plan
Amendment from Business Commercial to Single Family Residential, as well as a Change of
Zoning from Business Country Town to R1-Residential, is needed as Kurt mentioned.  Next
slide please. 

As previously noted, the project involves the reconstruction of three replacement homes, and
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three individual detached carports.  The former homes and garage -- there was originally a
three car garage at the site -- those were constructed as part of the original Lanai City
development back in the 1920's.  And as Kurt had mentioned the homes were and the carport
was demolished in August of 2014.  The new homes would be rental homes using the existing --
the original exterior design with some interior design modifications for today’s living.  Next slide
please.  Thank you.

It was noted in the Final EA and in the discussions that we’ve -- or the presentations that we’ve
had with the Planning Commissioner earlier that a structural engineering report was prepared
back in 2001, and noted that the three homes and the garage were in a dilapidated state with
serious termite damage, and basically were structurally unsafe and posed a health and public
safety concern.  And, again, as we’ve previously mentioned, those homes would be
reconstructed and available for rental housing units once they’re completed.  Next slide please.

Here are some photos of the site as it exists today.  This is looking from Lanai Avenue back into
the property, and then this would be the corner of Sixth Street looking, again, from Lanai
Avenue.  Next slide please. 

Here is the proposed site plan.  So, again, for orientation, Lanai Avenue is here, Sixth Street
here, Koele is here, and then you would have the three individual homes with each with the one
car garage.  Next slide please. 

Sorry, this is a little washed out in the slide here, but this is the proposed floor plan for the new
homes.  It’d be the same floor plan for each house.  Next slide. 

And then what you see here, again unfortunately this is washed out, but this is what the front
elevation would be.  You’ve got a lanai on the Lanai Avenue side of the house, and then this
would be the side elevation.  

As Kurt mentioned the Community Plan Amendment was the trigger for the Environmental
Assessment.  The anticipated Findings of No Significant Impacts (FONSI) were published with
the Office of Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) Environmental Notice in October of 2015.
The commission, the Planning Commission, reviewed and commented on the Draft EA at its
October 21st meeting, and reviewed the Final EA and approved the Findings of No Significant
Impacts or FONSI at its January 20, 2016 meeting.  The FONSI notice was published in the
OEQC Environmental Notice in February of this year.  Next slide please. 

We note that there has been a number of community meetings on this proposed project.
Pulama Lanai held meetings in September of 2013, and then again in July of 2015.  As Kurt
mentioned earlier the Maui County Cultural Resources Commission reviewed the project, one,
in October 2013, here on Lanai; and then again in December of 2013 with regards to the
demolition of the old homes.  And as I previously mentioned the Lanai Planning Commission
has reviewed the EA document on two occasions which is also provided for public input.  And
there’s been generally public support for this project.  Next slide please. 
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In terms of the Community Plan Amendment criteria, we note the project compliance with the
following areas as demonstrated in the Final EA.  With regards to archaeology and cultural
resources, the State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD) has determined that the proposed
project will not affect historic properties.  Traffic impacts -- the traffic assessment that was done
determined that the project would have a minimal impact because the site was previously used
for residential use as well.  With regards to infrastructure, the site has access to existing water
and sewer services, and there are existing drainage improvements in the area.  With regards
to flora and fauna, there were no threatened or endangered species found at the site.  It’s
surrounded by existing development.  And again it was formerly used for residential use.  With
regards to beach and mountain access, the site does not impact any traditional beach or
mountain access trails.  And as I mentioned previously there have a been a number of
community outreach meetings to talk about the proposed project.  Next slide please.

Similarly with regards to the Change in Zoning criteria for the proposed project have been met
with, (a), the proposed request meets the intent of the General Plan and objectives and policies
of the community plan of the County.  The proposed request is consistent with the applicable
community plans land use map of the County.  In this case, we’re doing the Community Plan
Amendment hand in hand with the Change in Zoning.  The proposed request meets the intent
and purpose of the district being requested.  We are requesting residential use so that we can
build residential homes on the site.  The application, if granted would not adversely affect or
interfere public services such as schools, park, water systems and the like.  And if granted, the
project would not adversely impact social, cultural, economic or environmental factors, or the
character and quality of the surrounding area.  

So in summary, we are requesting the Planning Commission’s favorable recommendation on
the Community Plan Amendment, first, and secondly on the Change in Zoning requests in order
to allow for the construction of the three Lanai Avenue homes and related improvements.  Next
slide. 

This concludes the presentation, and we’re available to answer questions.  Thank you. 

Ms. Zigmond: Madame Chair?  I have a question please.  I’m not sure that you will be able to
answer this but -- and I’ll preface this by saying I don’t think anybody can deny the need for
housing here -- these are to be rental units, and I’m curious if, like, let’s say myself who does
not work for either the company or the Four Seasons would be able to -- if I would be eligible
to rent one of those houses if I could afford it. 

Ms. Fukuda: I’ll turn that over to Lynn McCrory from Pulama Lanai.

Ms. Lynn McCrory: Thank you.  Lynn McCrory, Pulama Lanai.  There’s been no decisions made
on how these will be rented or anything else along these lines at this point.  So, and no price
either.

Ms. Zigmond: I’m not worried about the price.  I’m just worried . . . (inaudible) . . .
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Ms. McCrory: No, it would assume it’s open to everyone.  I can’t imagine that we would just say
just this.  I know we’ve heard testimony from a number of people saying could the original
families or members of the original families rent those houses, too.  We’ve heard that.  So, just
no decisions have even being made on that. 

Ms. Zigmond: Thank you.  But that would be going contrary to what the company’s current
housing policy is.  Yes.

Ms. McCrory: I don’t know what the current policy is.  I’m sorry.  This is with testimony we
received in the past.  So we keep track of all the various components and say when we get to
that point.  We gotta get through County Council after this. 

Mr. Oshiro: My question is, you know, when you say general meetings you have with the
community.  What kind of meetings you talking about?  If you’re talking about Pulama’s
community meetings which I get e-mail over, I neva see what the meeting’s about.  It just says
Pulama has a community meeting and there’s no -- nothing on there saying what the meeting’s
about.  And I wonder because if the -- there’s a flyer attached to it, if that flyer is posted around
the city, there’s nothing in there that says this meeting is for this reason, or this is what is going
be brought up.  So how can you say -- you know, what I’m trying to say is how can -- if that’s
what you’re going on, that community meeting, that flyer that goes out, like they just had one,
it didn’t state what the meeting was about or what they were going to discuss.  So I don’t know
where you’re getting your community or your general information that the community feels this
way because when I look at it, I’ve -- you know, unless it deals with me, I not going to the
meeting because I don’t have the time.  So, you know, I don’t know.  So can you explain to me
where you’re getting your information from?

Ms. Fukuda: So, my understanding is that Pulama Lanai does general meetings with the
community every month to talk about a variety of matters that they have going on.  These
community meetings are not required.

Mr. Oshiro: I understand that part, okay.  What I’m saying is the flyer, the e-mail that I get every
month says community meetings, but it doesn’t state what is being mentioned on the community
meeting. 

Ms. Fukuda: So I’ll defer to Lynn McCrory on that one.

Ms. McCrory: Lynn McCrory, Pulama Lanai.  We actually just noticed that when you look at the
flyer for the meeting on an iPhone it’s blank as to the purpose.  If you look at it on a computer
and you see it posted around town, it says specifically the community meeting is about the
Manele Hotel updates, it’s about Sporting Clays, it’s about the three Lanai Avenue Homes.  We
have no idea why that is, but I saw it myself with this last Manele one.  So if you’re looking at
only on an iPhone, then, yeah, it’s going to show blank.  But the post, the notices are also
posted around town...so they are put up.

Mr. Oshiro: Okay, before my Mac, my Dell blew up and I went to iPhone, I mean, to my Apple,
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it didn’t matter.  It didn’t state anything.  It -- well, it didn’t state anything for me.  And it’s like,
why you sending me this, this notice when there’s nothing there for me to look at?  

(Commissioner Marlene Baltero excused from the meeting at approximately 6:10
p.m.)

Ms. McCrory: Lynn McCrory.  I will check on the Apple.  I had not heard that before.  And we’ve
been doing community meetings since October of 2013, so I have not had anyone come and
say that.  I noticed it on the iPhone, so that one for sure.  But we’ll add an Apple computer to
find out why it doesn’t show.  But there are notices posted around town.  That is also part of
what we do. 

Ms. Gima: And then without any objections of the commissioners, I’m going to open up to public
testimony again to see if there’s anybody that would like to testimony.  If so, please raise your
hand.  Kathy?  And please state your name for the record. 

Ms. Carroll: Kathy Carroll with Mike Carroll Gallery, and we’ve lived here 15 years.  We’re in full
support of this re-zoning, and the rebuilding of the three homes.  We think it’s important to honor
the architecture that was previously here, and it is important to have more rental homes on the
island.  Thank you.

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Warren? 

Mr. Osako: Warren Osako, was born and raised on Lanai, and have been back here nearly 30
years now.  I’m in favor of the re-zoning and change of designation to residential.  However, I
do, as a former member of the Cultural Resources Commission, I do have to say that for the
people of Lanai, the meetings are always weekday business hours so for a lot of people you’re
not able to attend any of the meetings even though it’s held sometimes on Lanai, very, in my
tenure at the commission, there was one meeting held on Lanai.  And the rules actually say
there should be at least one meeting a year here.  But I am in favor of the change.

However, I also have a concern about there’s three homes of that era and design between
Ninth and Eighth Street on Lanai Avenue.  Two of them are still owned by Pulama.  I think one
is still occupied, the other one is not, and I’m hoping that they do not do demolition by neglect
because one is still occupied.  If it’s liveable it can be saved.  The other one was recently
vacated.  You know, it should be able to be saved and that’s my comments.  Thank you.

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Anyone else wishing to give testimony at this time?

Ms. Caron Green: Caron Green.  I’ve been a resident of Lanai for over nine years now, and I
can remember passing down Lanai Avenue for all those years and saying what a shame that
those building were looking so awful.  They were a total eye sore.  And I commend Pulama
Lanai for going through the effort to do all the work, to get the plans so that they can replicate
them as close as possible to make them useable today.  And of course, as people have
mentioned, we always need rental property.  Whether or not it’s going to rented to people from
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Pulama Lanai or people from Four Seasons or the community at large, it will help alleviate some
of the pressure in the community on housing, so I’m very much in favor.  

Ms. Gima: Anyone else?  John?

Mr. John de la Cruz: Hello. I’m John de la Cruz, I live on Lanai.  And Brad, I did attend the
meeting about the houses, and I have no objections on the houses being built.  The only thing,
concern I have is...I believe those three houses were in a housing pool.  But I’m not sure
whether they were in for the general employees or for supervisors.  But I would recommend that
the houses be made available in the same category as they were before, that they go back in
the housing pool.  And I do comment, though, that the...the plans I saw, the houses are really
nice and I believe they’re going to be well built, they’ll have parking in the back.  If they try and
park in front there’s going to be problems, and I’ve seen cars park there while, while the houses
were vacant.  But, again, I have no objections on the houses being built.  The only concern
is...Pulama should look back in their records, and it should be in your facilities department, and
there used to be a housing committee that addressed all the housing concerns on a monthly
basis, and I don’t know if they still have that.  But I think with the housing shortage, those three
houses should be put back into the same pool that they were before they were uninhabitable.
Anyway, those are my comments.  Thank you.

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Last call for testimony.  Nick, and then Dave. 

Mr. Palumbo: Hi.  I just wanted to say I’ve been on the list for a house for three years, and I was
about 180, and then I got down to 44, and eight months ago I got -- I was six on the list.  So still
no house, yeah.  Six on list, eight months ago.  I’ve seen a lot of people come and go, so just,
if we could, like, we talked about fairness.  You know, I don’t oppose more housing or whatnot,
but we’re talking about helipads and the helicopter pilots gotta live some where, yeah?  So it
would be good if there was some fairness to the housing because the sad thing would be, yeah,
we all, we want more housing, we want more housing, but it’s monopolized and the people who
they need have housing while there’s people here who need housing that might not be a
manager or someone.  You know, but people have been waiting for a long time, and there’s a
list and...yeah.

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Dave?

Mr. David Green: Dave Green, Lanai resident, Manele resident.  I agree with what everybody
else has said.  I think the process that this has gone through has been fantastic.  The one thing
I would add is that I have an Apple computer at home.  I get the community meetings.  They
always have a topic at the bottom.  I have an iPhone, I always get the...maybe it’s the version
of iPhone I have, but I also get the topic of the meeting.  I did attend the community meeting
that John mentioned, and it was very informative, and I strongly support it; we need rental
housing. 

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Kathy?  Kathy and then Joelle. 
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Ms. Brindo: I support it also, but I just want to make one caution. When they, when they rebuild
these houses or put houses down not to put them on water easements.  I had a house and they
put a house on water easement next door, and so the water came down to my yard, so just a
caution.

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Joelle?

Ms. Aoki: Joelle Aoki, Lanai resident.  To jump on what John de la Cruz was saying, I believe
the houses were previously occupied by essential personnel.  It was Mona Viela and
John E. Harris, and they both worked for Maui Electric.  So those were the former residents, in
my time.  There may have been someone else them prior to them, but at the time it was
essential personnel.  And I think Pulama Lanai has done a great job with the, the layout.  I
would like to again call to the attention of the previous resident there.  I believe Michelle Fujie
brought up for her -- she asked for sensitivity to the fact that many of her pets are buried in that
yard and, and to please keep in mind about where you’re going to be placing the foot print.  

Ms. Gima: Thank you. I’m going to be closing public testimony right now.  Commissioners, any
questions for the applicant?  Any further discussion?  Kurt, will you, since there’s no discussion,
would you be able to give your recommendations please?

Mr. Wollenhaupt: Kurt again from the Maui Planning Department.  Again, for the benefit our
newest commissioner the alternatives for our Community Plan Amendment and Change in
Zoning would be a deferral of the item, recommendation of approval to the County Council, or
a recommendation of denial to the County Council.  This body is advisory.  The County Council
of the County of Maui will be the one that will render the final decision.  That being the case,
Madame Chairman, are we to be taking a vote on each separately or do you want me to take
both at the same time?  Okay, the recommendation for the Community Plan Amendment would
be to recommend approval of the Community Plan Amendment, changing the community plan
designation for the subject property from Business Commercial to Single Family.  And the
recommendation for the Change in Zoning from the Planning Department, recommending
approval of the Change in Zoning, changing it from Business Country Town to R-1 Residential.
And in consideration of the foregoing the Planning Department recommends that the Lanai
Planning Commission adopts the Planning Department’s report and recommendation prepared
for the April 20th, 2016 meeting as its Findings of Facts, Conclusions of Law, and Decision and
Order, and to authorize the Planning Director to transmit said recommendation on the Change
in Zoning and the Community Plan Amendment to the Maui County Council on behalf of the
Lanai Planning Commission.

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Fergie, for the record, you are recusing yourself for this vote?  

Mr. Ferguson: . . . (nods) . . .

Ms. Gima: Okay.

Ms. Badillo: . . . (inaudible) . . .
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Ms. Gima: You’re recusing yourself as well?  Then can you go ahead and say that on the
microphone please so it’s on the record?

Ms. Badillo: I’m Medigale Badillo, and just to be fair for the community because this is my first
meeting, and I have to look for more information about this, and so, I’m sorry.

Ms. Thomson: Just for clarification, are you suggesting that you’re recusing yourself because
you have a conflict of interest?  We might be able to talk that through a little bit.

Ms. Badillo: I just want to plan for myself, but I don’t have more knowledge on this.  But I truly
go for more residential which is gonna be for the fairness for the community.  But I do –

Ms. Thomson: I guess one of the consideration would be if you have had time to look through
the staff report and the recommendation.  So if you’ve had the chance to look through that, and
if you have questions, you should ask them.  One of the thing is that since Mr. Ferguson has
to recuse himself because he works for Lanai Builders, we need a vote of five.  But if you have
not had the time to make a decision or to feel comfortable with the materials then you could
request that this matter be deferred so you have a chance to review the materials. 

Ms. Badillo: Yeah, I’m going to request for a –

Ms. Gima: So Medigale, just to make it clear, you’re requesting to have this item referred -- I’m
sorry, deferred until, like, the next meeting until you can catch on the reading and, and feel that
you can make an informed decision?  Is that what you’re saying? 

Ms. Badillo: Okay, just give me a moment, and I’ll –

Ms. Gima: Okay, at this time, let’s take a quick break, a 10 minute break, and you can -- if you
can have any questions that you need to jot down that you may want to ask the applicant.  So
we’ll resume at 6:35 p.m.

(The Lanai Planning Commission recessed at approximately 6:25 p.m. and
reconvened at approximately 6:34 p.m.)

Ms. Gima: Please have a seat.  We’re going to resume our meeting.  It’s now 6:34 p.m.  We left
off with one of the commissioners having a little bit of an issue, thinking about if she should be
voting or not.  Is there anything that you want to share or say or ask of the applicant to provide
you more information?

Ms. Badillo: I already spoke to Richelle, yes, and I have a clarification so...yeah, I’m okay.

Ms. Gima: Okay meaning that you’re willing to vote?

Ms. Badillo: Yeah, I’m willing vote.  
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Ms. Gima: Okay.  Commissioners, any other discussion questions that you may have for the
applicant or the Planning Department?  You all heard the recommendations.  Anybody wanting
to make any motions?

Mr. Oshiro: I make a motion to adopt whatever Kurt said.  I don’t know what he said.  To adopt
the project.

Ms. Gima: To adopt the . . . (inaudible) . . .  We need a little bit more clarification.  

Mr. Oshiro: To rezone from commercial to residential.  

Ms. Gima: Or you could say, to adopt the staff report recommendation.  Say that on the record.

Mr. Oshiro: Sounds good...let’s adopt the staff report.  

Ms. Gima: Okay, so there’s been a motion by Brad to adopt the staff report recommendations.
Do I hear a second?  Stacie seconds.  Any further discussion commissioners?  Okay, all in
favor of the motion to adopt the staff report recommendation, raise your hand.  One, two, three,
four, five; and for the record Mr. Ferguson has recused himself, but with five votes, it has
passed. 

It was moved by Commissioner Bradford Oshiro, seconded by
Commissioner Stacie Koanui Nefalar, then

VOTED: to adopt the Planning Department’s staff report
recommendation as presented.

(Assenting: M. Badillo, K. Gima, S. Koanui Nefalar, B. Oshiro, B. Zigmond)
(Excused: M. Baltero, S. Marlowe)
(Absent: J. Barfield)
(Recused: S. Ferguson)

2. MR. KURT MATSUMOTO, Chief Operating Officer of LANAI RESORTS, LLC
(dba PULAMA LANAI) requesting a State Land Use Commission Special
Use Permit and a Conditional Permit for the Two Proposed Private Helistop
Pads on Lanai Project, the construction of two (2) helistop landing pads
and associated  improvements on sites located on vacant agricultural land
in the vicinity of Koele  and the existing containerized plant nursery at
Manele at TMK: 4-9-002: 001(por.), Island of Lanai. (SUP2 2015/0014)
(CP 2015/0010) (K. Wollenhaupt)

Ms. Gima: Okay, we’re moving on to Item No. 2 . . .(Chair Kelli Gima read the above project
description into the record.) . . .  And I’ll turn it over to you Kurt.
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Mr. Wollenhaupt: Good evening again Madame Chairman, Chairwoman, and the members of
the Lanai Planning Commission.  The next item before you is indeed the request by the
applicant, Pulama Lanai, to obtain a Conditional Permit and a State Land Use Commission
Special Permit to allow the development of two private helistop pads on 2.5 acres of the 69,270
acre parcel in Lanai.  The applicant is indeed proposing to construct two private helistop pads
on Lanai.  The presentation that will be given by the applicant’s representative, Karlynn Fukuda,
will hopefully address some of the critical detailed elements of exactly what this proposal is.  I
think there has been some talk about tours and flyovers.  It is indeed a private helistop.  The
applicant will be getting into the specific details of that.  I’m here to address why are we even
here tonight for this application, especially for our newest commissioner.  

The reason for a Conditional Permit, the project sites are not located -- they are located on
property; both project sites which is indicated as Agricultural by Maui County zoning.  That
County zoning does not set forth as a permitted, which would be outright allowed, or a Special
Use which could be done with just this body’s discretion.  A helistop within the County’s ag
zoning district, that being the case, we have to go to what we call a Conditional Permit.  A
Conditional Permit is to allow something that wouldn’t otherwise be allowed, and therefore this
body is advisory depending on whatever decision they make, to the County Council.  So that’s
the Conditional Permit process because both of these sites are in Ag County zoning.  Helistop,
heliport facilities are not an outright or a special use.  

The second item -- the second permit tonight is the State Land Use Special Permit.  And as all
the members would know, all land in Hawaii is split into four state districts: Conservation, Urban,
Rural and Ag.  The project site for the Koele helistop pad, that’s located in the rural state district,
and the Manele helistop is located within the agricultural district.  That being the case, the
helistop pads are again not an outright permitted use in either the State Rural or the State Ag.
And since they’re not an outright permitted use, therefore we have to have this body determine
whether or not that can be obtain through a State Special Permit.  Because the project area is
less than 15 acres, the Lanai Planning Commission acts as the deciding authority on the State
Special Permit.  Were this to be greater than 15 acres, this body would make an advise -- an
advisory decision to the State Land Use Commission. 

So, I know it’s a bit technical, but I hope it helps the newest commissioner.  So we have two
permits looking at Conditional Permit, you’re advisory; and a State Special Permit in which you’ll
make a decision.  The decision that you would make on the State Special Permit tonight,
whatever it will be, will be contingent upon whether or not it moves to the County Council and
what decision that they make.  So you will make decision of the State Special Permit. That will
be essentially held until the Conditional Permit can be reviewed.  

That being the case, I think that the power point presentation is going to hopefully address
specific questions with regards to what a private helistop is, that it’s not a commercial operation.
With regards to the number proposed by the applicant which would be 12 operations per month.
With regards to the maximum number of passengers; the helicopter which they’ve indicated is
six.  Therefore, I think that with the approval of Madame Chairwoman we’ll have the power point
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presentation?  

Ms. Fukuda: Good evening Chair and members of the Lanai Planning Commission.  My name
is Karlynn Fukuda of Munekiyo Hiraga, and we’re here tonight to present the proposed two
private helistop pads project.  Next slide please.

Again, joining me tonight is Lynn McCrory of Pulama Lanai, the land owner and project
applicant.  Next slide please. 

The project proposes the installation of two new private helistop pads; one located in Manele,
and the other in Koele.  In order to proceed with the project, two permit approvals are needed
as Kurt had mentioned; a State Special Use Permit and a County Conditional Permit.  The
Planning Commission as Kurt mentioned is the approving body for the State Special Use Permit
because the project area is less than 15 acres in size, and a helistop use is a special use in
agricultural and rural districts.  And then the Maui County Council is the approving body for the
Conditional Permit, and the commission is the reviewing body on that permit.  The Conditional
Permit is required because a helistop use is not a permitted or special use for agricultural zoned
lands.  Next slide please.

The purpose of the proposed project is to provide an alternative transportation option for guests
of the Manele Resort and the Lodge of Koele once it reopens including for Mr. Ellison and his
guests.  As Kurt mentioned the applicant is proposing a limit of up to 12 round trips per month
in total for both helistop sites.  Next slide please. 

Here’s a map with a general location of the Manele and Koele helistop sites.  Again, I apologize
the outline of Lanai island is a little washed out, but generally here’s a location of where the
Koele site, and I have aerial photos that will get more specific to where the site actually is.  Four
Seasons Lodge at Koele is located here, and then the proposed Manele helistop is located
approximately here, and again the Four Seasons Resort Lanai at Manele Bay is located here.
Next slide please. 

The two helistop sites are located on portions of the same tax map key parcel which is parcel
2-4-9-002-001.  In total the project area is approximately 2.5 acres in size, and the table here
shows a summary of the existing land use designations for each site.  So for Manele, the State
Land Use designation is Agricultural, Agricultural, and Agricultural across the three layers of
entitlement.  And the site acreage is approximately 0.9 acres.  For Koele, the State Land Use
designation is Rural, but the Community Plan designation and County zoning is Agricultural,
and it’s approximately 1.6 acres in size.  Next slide please. 

The proposed improvements at each helistop site includes the following.  A 60 foot diameter
helistop pad with stone apron and six-inch concrete foundation; air field lights, ground
directional arrows, windsock poles and markings for pilot visual approach.  There will be the
removal of several existing trees at the Koele site.  And the Manele site will involve relocation
of the existing nursery operation and removal of some trees and a surrounding wall.  There will
also be site clearing, grading, grubbing and excavation at the site.  Next slide please.
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So here’s an aerial photo of the Manele site.  Again...here’s the Four Seasons Resort at Manele
Bay, and this is the proposed Manele helistop site.  You can kind of make out the existing
containerized plant nursery at that site.  Next slide please. 
 
Here’s an aerial photo zoomed in to the actual site that’s being proposed for Manele.  Again,
you can see the containerized plant nursery that’s existing.  And you can also see the Hulopoe
Drive, the access road that would be used to access the helistop site.  

This is a rendering of what the Manele site would look like after the improvements are
completed.  The ingress and egress flight path is indicated here, and was approved by the
Federal Aviation Administration or FAA.  If we can go to the next slide please. 

So similarly now for Koele looking at that, again, we have zoomed out view of the aerial photo
of Koele.  And so we have Lanai City here, and we have the Four Seasons Resort, the Lodge
at Koele, and then the proposed Koele helistop site.  Next slide please.

Again, this is an aerial photo of the site as it exists today, the Koele site.  We see here the
existing tennis courts and the Koele stables.  Next slide please. 
 
And here is again a rendering of what the Koele helistop site would look like once completed.
The access would be off the existing Keamoku Highway, accessing the same paved area and
parking lot that is used for the existing tennis courts.  Again the flight path was located on that
slide and has been approved by the Federal Aviation Administration.

We note that the State Department of Transportation in July 2014 submitted a letter issuing a
determination that there were no State permits required for the proposed private helistop pads.
And in March of 2015 the U.S. Department of Transportation FAA approved this Koele helistop
site and Manele helistop site.  The conditions, there are conditions on that approval by the FAA,
and, well, we note that the minimum flight restriction is 1,500 feet around Lanai City and
Manele, and elsewhere in Lanai it’s 500 feet; that all operations be conducted in visual flight
rural weather conditions; that the landing area is limited to private use.  

Just generally to explain how the operation would work, a guest would arrange for transport to
the Manele helistop, for example, and would need to contact Pulama Lanai to let -- the pilot
would need to contact Pulama Lanai to let them know that there’s a flight coming in.  And
Pulama Lanai would have to set into motion the preparations to greet the guests at the site.
There would be some set up that would need to be done as well as letting the Four Seasons
know to have their shuttle meet the guests.  But it’s for private use only.  It’s not as if a
commercial tour operator could, you know, land at the site just because the site actually exists.

All approach/departure operations are conducted from a 040 degrees to 220 degrees plus or
minus 10 degrees.  Again, this is FAA conditions that they have.  And that prior to use, a
representative of the FAA needs to come out and evaluate each helistop for compliance.  Next
slide please. 
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We do note that Hawaii Revised Statutes Chapter 343 for the installation of new helicopter
facilities...it’s considered a trigger, and HRS Section 343-2 provides the definition of helicopter
facilities as the following.  It means:

“Any area of land or water which is used, or intended for use for the landing or
takeoff of helicopters; and any appurtenant areas which are used, or intended for
use for helicopter related activities or right-of-way.”

Next slide please.  However we noted that Chapter 343-5 provides for exceptions from the
requirements for compliance with Chapter 343.  And I’ll just read here...provided that, or
propose the construction of new or the expansion or modification of existing helicopter facilities
within the State, that by the way of their activities may affect, (a), any lands classified as
conservation district by State Land Use Commission; any shoreline areas as defined in Section
205A-41; or any historic sites designated in the National Register or Hawaii Register as
provided for in the Historic Preservation Act of 1966.  And I won’t go into the rest of the
information, but I think everyone understands that if there was a site that was designated by the
National Register of Historic Places or on the State Register of Historic Places, you know, if
there was construction of that facility or to impact that, then a Chapter 343 EA would be
required.  Next slide please. 

The next slide provides an analysis of the proposed project and its potential impacts to various
considerations.  First with regards to surrounding land uses, the Manele helistop is located
approximately one mile from the Manele Resort, and about ½ mile from residential areas to the
east, and bordered by vast vacant lands to the north, south and west.  

The Koele helistop is located about ½ mile northwest of Lanai City, about quarter mile from the
Lodge at Koele to the southeast, and bordered also by vacant, undeveloped lands to the north,
east and west. 

There was a flora and fauna study done for both sites, and the study found that there were no
finding of threatened, endangered species or species concerns for either plants or animals at
either sites. 

Pulama Lanai will implement the survey recommendations to avoid the introduction of any
noxious weeds or invasive species and provides for security and safety lighting for the helistop
operations which also mitigates danger to seabirds.  Next slide please. 

Again, on the archaeology and cultural resources, there was an archaeological inventory survey
performed for both sites.  And the survey found no potentially significant historic resources at
either the Manele or Koele site.  With regards to drainage, there was a drainage study done,
and there will be no change to the existing drainage patterns in the project area, and surface
runoff is not anticipated to be significant.  Additionally, temporary Best Management Practices
(BMP) will implemented during construction, as well as permanent Best Management Practices
will be implemented for the project.  Next slide please. 
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With regards to open space and scenic resources, the project site themselves do not
encompass existing traditional access or walking trails, and are not part of the scenic corridor.
With regards to noise and air quality, again, the flights will normally occur during day light hours
and, again, we’re looking at up to 12 round trip flights for both Koele and Manele sites in total
per month.  So the flight path for the two helistop operations is away from the residential areas,
and helicopters are built for sound reduction and powered by gas turbines producing few
pollutants. 

With regards to water use and wastewater, the helistop operations at either sites are not
anticipated to use water or generate wastewater.  It will be a pick up and drop off site.  You
know, no fueling, no maintenance that will occur at either of these sites.  It’s basically stopping
to drop off somebody or stopping to pick up somebody and then they’re off to either Honolulu
or Maui or wherever they will be going.  Public services and facilities, the helistop operations
is not expected to expand any requirements for public, health, or safety services.  Next slide
please. 

We’ll now look at the criteria for the State Land Use Commission Special Use Permit and an
analysis of the proposed project.  So criteria no.1, the use shall not be contrary to the objectives
sought to be accomplished by Chapters 205 and 205A of the Hawaii Revised Statutes.  And this
is the Land Use Commission rules.  We note that the Koele helistop site is undeveloped and
has been vacant for over 50 years.  And the Manele helistop site is on a portion of the existing
containerized plant nursery.  In total, the sites as I mentioned earlier, are less than three acres
in size. 

Criteria no. 2, the desired use would not adversely affect the surrounding property.  The flight
path for the helistop operations is away from residential areas, and will occur over vacant,
undeveloped lands.  

Criteria no. 3, the use would not unreasonably burden public agencies to provide roads, sewers,
streets, water, drainage, school improvements, and police and fire protection.  Again, with the
limited operations, again, drop and pick up, it’s not anticipated to unreasonably burden any
public infrastructure or services.  Next slide please. 

Condition no. 4, unusual conditions, trends, and needs have arisen since the district boundaries
and rules were established.  I, I note that the State Land Use Commission District Boundaries
were established in the early 1960's.  And, you know, at that time the focus or the economic
driver for Lanai was agricultural.  Whereas in today...today’s conditions, tourism is the main
economic driver for the, for the island.  So we note that the luxury resort market is trending
towards providing appropriate services and amenities to cater to guests requirements.  And
Lanai is limited in transportation options and helistop facilities provide guests another alternative
for private transportation.  Next slide please. 

Finally, criteria no. 5, the land upon the proposed use is sought is unsuited for the use permitted
within the district.  The Manele helistop is on agricultural zoned lands that is rated E by the
State for overall productivity which is the lowest level of productivity, and is less than favorable
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for agricultural production.  The Koele helistop is also on agricultural zoned lands that’s rated
D, also indicating low agricultural production.  Next slide please. 

I’d now like to focus on the County Conditional Permit information and permit criteria.  The
proposed use would not significantly -- would not be significantly detrimental to the public
interest, convenience and welfare, and will be in harmony with the area which it is located.  The
sites are located away from the populated areas of Lanai, and surrounded primarily by vacant
and undeveloped lands.  Again, the applicant is proposing a limit on the usage where it would
be no more than 12 round trips per month, combined for both Koele and Manele.  And the
proposed use is compatible with the surrounding permitted uses; hotel, commercial, residential,
and open land recreation.  

So in summary, there are two actions before the Planning Commission tonight for the proposed
private helistops in Manele and Koele.  We are respectfully requesting the Planning
Commission’s approval of the State Special Use Permit for a period of five years for the two
helistops.  We are also requesting a favorable recommendation to the County Council for
approval of the Conditional Permit for a period of five years for the two helistops as well.  

Thank you for your time.  This concludes my presentation. 

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Commissioners, before we start this discussing and asking any
questions, I’m going to open up public testimony again to allow our community to provide input
so that’s something that we could consider while we’re making our decision.  Are there any
objections from the Commissioners?  None?  Okay.  So I’m going to go back to the list for those
of you who chose to testify again, and then we’ll open it up to anybody else who didn’t have a
chance to put their name on.  So up first Ron McOmber.

Mr. McOmber: Good evening Commissions and public.  You know, this is just another example
of this community not having an input of what’s going on.  I was reading the Conditional Permit
saying that the County put out and the County saying that they’re approving this.  How in the
heck can they approve something on our island.  It has nothing to do with them on Maui or
anywhere else.  This is a slap in the face.  This is the same thing that’s happening with our
community plan.  Our community plan went forward and the County decided to change it.  They
decided to take words out of the community plan, and change it completely.   We had to fight
them, and we’re still fighting them, we’re still sitting at the table, trying to figure out what’s going
on with our community plan which we spent nine months on.  Why didn’t this come out while
we were doing the community plan?  You can’t tell me this just grew out of the dust.  They
should have told us then; we could’ve handled it.  

Now what the concern is here...recently we had a meeting with the community on the
community plan and the Council was here.  Somebody in Pulama decided to send a letter out
recommending to the community, and we still don’t know who these letters were sent to, but I
assume -- maybe that’s making an ass out of you and me both -- but I assume that went to
employees.  And the essence of it was there was four demonstrations of what you could say
to move the plan forward as it is right now.  That means it’s negating anything that we wanted.
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All the things we’ve been fighting for...for nine months.

Ms. Gima: Uncle Ron, can I stop you for a second?  Are you testifying on this?

Mr. McOmber: Let me finish.  This is going to this. 

Ms. Gima: Okay, can you get to that point?

Mr. McOmber: Well, I mean, if I can come in here and find Lynn McCrory over the table, talking
to people, then let me speak my peace. 

Ms. Gima: No, no, I’m totally fine with you testifying on the topic we’re talking about.

Mr. McOmber: We are.  That’s right. 

Ms. Gima: Okay.

Mr. McOmber: What I’m saying, what this is leading up to...this kind of stuff is not acceptable
for Lanai.  You can do two heliports down at Manele.  I’m begging you, do not allow the
heliports up here in the city.  This is not acceptable for this community.  We -- one or 12 flights
a week, a month, or day or whatever is not acceptable for Lanai.  This is a sacred place at
Koele.  We don’t need this.  We’re asking do you want to give them heliport down at Manele,
fine, let them down there put up with the noise and the disregard.  Do not let this happen. The
same thing happened to our community plan.  I want you folks to think about this.  Do not, do
not approve this.  You’ve heard very influential people that lived here their whole lives, born and
raised on Lanai, saying this is not acceptable.  Take what they say as fact.  Thank you very
much.

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Next we have Wendy Kaupoiki.  No?  Okay.  Stanley Ruidas. 

Mr. Stanley Ruidas: Stan Ruidas, Lanai resident.  I support Manele’s helistop only if emergency
aircraft has priority.  And as far as Koele, no.  Imagine a mosquito flying around.  What you with
one mosquito?  You like hit ‘em, you like slap ‘em, everything.  Now imagine 10,000
mosquitoes.  That’s what the helicopter going sound like.  And not only that, they going veer off
the flight, the flight plan because you know they going like fly over the city, check ‘em out, and
nobody going fine them.  So if they fine ‘em, or if the FAA fines them, what’s $100,000?  They
no care.  It’s like if you’re driving in Lanai, how many of you drive over 20 miles an hour?  You
see, same thing.  Okay.  And also if they fly over the city, who’s to say a helicopter doesn’t
crash, you’ve only got one engine.  Helicopter crashes, a house burns, 20 houses burn.  Our
fire department cannot even handle one.  They gotta call in reinforcements from Maui.  So
anyway, I don’t support Koele helistop.  Thank you. 

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Next we have Robin Kaye. 

Mr. Robin Kaye: Thank you Chair.  Robin Kaye, Lanai resident.  We understand that Four
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Seasons desire to make the guest experience on our island special, but I think we need to
remember that the Four Seasons guest experience on Lanai is based on the beauty, on the
peace, on the serenity, and the quiet of our community.  Having a helicopter land and take off
less than one-half of a mile from a major residential development, in particular Iwiole, would
significantly impact those very special qualities in our community.  The application says, quote,
the sites are located away from populated area, end quote.  But the flight path is uncomfortably
close to where we all live.  It would be very different if the Lanai Airport was not located less
than 10 minutes away from the Lodge at Koele.  So I encourage the Lanai Planning
Commission to deny the Special Land Use Permit for the Koele helistop, and recommend to
County Council that the Conditional Use Permit for the Koele helistop be denied.  If however
the Planning Commission should decide to recommend approval, I have previously distributed
to the Planning Commissioners a letter to the Planning Commission from 73 Lanai residents
asking that you impose as a condition on the Koele helistop that it only be allowed to operate
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  Thank you.

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Next we have Ken Escolito.  

Mr. Ken Escolito: Thank you Madame Chairperson and members of the Commission.  I’m
Ken Escolito.  I’ve basically been a life long resident of Lanai; born and raised here.  I’d like to
go on record as being opposed to the heliports.  We have an airport that’s five, 10 minutes out
of town.  We have a new fire facility there.  We have firemen there.  Heliports don’t have
anything like that.  It’s basically safety.  It’s close to the road.  It’s close to Iwiole.  Who knows
where the flight patterns are going to be.  You can’t trust these guys.  It’s like Max said earlier,
I’m a hunter.  I’ve been out hunting many times.  I’ve had helicopters come and chase game
away from me.  It’s hard to get a tail number when you’re shaking so mad.  Looking through
binoculars, it’s almost impossible.  And as far as being in harmony, one of the conditions, it’s
kind of a joke.  We all know what a helicopter sounds like.  There’s no harmony in that.  I’d just
like to say that the only reason this is being proposed is basically for rich people who can’t wait.
I’m sorry.  It’s nothing to do with our community.  We have no benefit.  Please vote no.  Thank
you very much.

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Next we have Warren Osako.

Mr. Warren Osako: Warren Osako again.  Basically the presentation showed the flight path, but
it didn’t extend all the way towards the city.  And if you know about angles and degrees, the
farther away it gets, the wider it is from the point.  So I’m sure it will impact the people on that
side of town, and it is irritating to have the sound.  And I am not in favor of the helistop at Koele.
But if you do approve it, I would recommend the hourly restrictions.  Thank you. 

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Next, Kathy Carrol.  

Ms. Kathy Carrol: Yes, Kathy Carroll and Mike Carroll.  Just building on what Debbie de la Cruz
was saying earlier today.  I do believe that tourism is the engine of the island and we, we --
anything that will bring visitors here who are going to spend money at the resort, spend money
in town, support the servers, the housekeepers, everyone here who depends on tourism.  I think
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in our opinion anything that brings more visitors in, as long as it’s in compliance with FAA
restrictions, the limitation on the flight paths, no veering off the flight paths.  From what I read,
the sound -- they said that you would hear the helicopter sound for 45 seconds, and this is 12
times a month.  And we don’t even know if it’s going to be 12 times a month in town, I mean,
well, at Koele.  They could all be going to Manele.  So to me -- it seems to me that this was a
well thought out plan that can only really benefit the community as a whole.  So we are in
support of the helistops.  

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  That was the end of the people who signed up.  Is there anyone else
wishing to give testimony?   Caron? 

Ms. Green: Caron Green.  Is it on?   Okay.  I’d like to build a little bit on what you said
Kathy.  I’m sitting here listening, and, you know, I love Lanai for what it is, for its quiet and
everything, but, I think we need to put it in perspective.  And that’s what I think what you were
saying, Kathy, is we’re talking about -- and I need clarification on one thing -- you say 12 round
trips.  Are you talking about coming, dropping somebody and immediately leaving?  Not
somebody coming in once, and then leaving.  The helicopter is just a round-trip, correct?  Not
the passenger.  Okay.

So I think most of them are going to down at Manele.  Just, you’ve got more rooms at Manele.
You have a higher price point for the rooms down at Manele, so I think in general, your clients
are going to be going to Manele.  I live at Manele.  It doesn’t bother me one iota.  I’m totally
supportive of supporting the hotels to be successful.  And I just don’t want always to be in
Larry’s face saying, you know, I live on Lanai now so this is my island.  I want to be cooperative
with Larry to help him be successful.  He’s given us lots of things that he didn’t have to give us,
and so I think we need to work with him to make him successful.  And if what she said is it’s 45
seconds in and 45 seconds out, a few times a month, it’s not going to significantly disturb
everybody’s peace and the beauty of Lanai.  It’s a huge island.  There’s so many other places
besides where these helicopters are going to be going.  And so I’m in support of both of them.
And I don’t know if I had another little question here.  I do think that some of the conditions that
people want to put on are very fair, that, you know, the hours of days that they can do it and
also specifying when it says we’re half a mile from Lanai City.  Yeah, we’re talking the perimeter
of Lanai City?  Are we talking the center of Lanai City?  So I think we do need to be well away
from any housing.  

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Melvin? 

Mr. Catiel: You know aunty, you come here on Lanai, that’s what Lanai is, yeah? You gotta
worry that, aunty.  You, I talking to you.  You come down because Lanai is.  We no like see this
helicopter flying around making noise.  We like Lanai as Lanai.  That’s why one day  I going put
one sign in my yard, tourists no forget to go home.  You can just come visit, but no forget go
home.  You guys come here, you buy up the land, you guys drive up the property.  The people
no can buy the land, the locals...you know what I mean?  This kinda piss me off.  Why you gotta
make one helistop up there?  This guy get money.  Tell ‘em, buy your own chauffeur or
something for come up with the car, taxi or whatever.  You no need all this shit coming around.
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Ah, shut your mouth.  

Ms. Gima: Okay.  Please when you come up to testify please address the Commissioners
directly.  Ma’am, you had your hand raised?  Come on up and state your name for the record.

Ms. Barbara McIntyre: Barbara McIntyre.  I’ve been a Lanai resident for 16 years, up at Koele,
and I’m going to read a letter that as President of the Koele Homeowners Association.  I’m
sorry.  I’m also president of our Koele Homeowners Association and I’m going to read you a
letter which I wrote to Chairperson Gima in support of the helipads.  

Dear Ms. Gima.  This is written testimony in support of the proposal for private helistop pads
on Lanai, which is on the agenda for tonight’s meeting.  The members of the board of directors
of the Koele Homeowners Association are in unanimous support of this proposal, and we
represent the support of the majority of our homeowners at Koele.  We are in favor of this
amenity for the Four Seasons guests, which in turn will have a positive effect on the community
-- on the economy of the entire Lanai community by bringing more hotel guests to the islands.
We can find no objections to the proposed helistop locations, the flight pads or the hours of
operations.  We are reassured that the FAA will give their approval after their final site
inspection, and that the operation will be conducted under their rules.  In closing, we strong
recommend that the Lanai Planning Commission as well as the Maui County Council approve
this proposal.     

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Alberta?

Ms. Alberta de Jetley: Thank you Commissioners.  My name is Alberta de Jetley.  During all of
the testimony that’s been presented and the power point presentation, it didn’t mention that
during the community meetings we had previously with Pulama Lanai, these helicopters will be
coming in and going out right away.  They cannot wait around in the heliport, on the helipad.
The can’t keep their engines running.  Their sole purpose is to come in, drop off the guests and
leave.  If they have to wait more than 15 minutes, they will have to be relocated to the Lanai
Airport.  They can’t sit on the ground at the helipad waiting for the guests to arrive.  Their sole
purpose is to come in and drop off, or come in and pick up, and leave right away.  So I am in
favor of this project.  Thank you.

Ms. Gima: John?

Mr. dela Cruz: My name --.  Is it on?  You sure?  Okay.  My name is John de la Cruz.  I live on
Lanai.  And I’m really glad Alberta and the other lady came up after Melvin because it’s really
hard to follow Melvin.  But, you know, go ahead and build your heliport at Manele.  I’m fine with
that.  You know, the guest experience is fine.  And you know what no body mentioned is that
the Lanai Airport sometimes get fogged in, so let them land ‘em in Manele.  That’s fine.  But two
words that have been thrown around tonight are anticipated and estimated.  You know, it
doesn’t pin down anything.  You let them land at Koele, it could be they’ll fly any time they want,
day or night.  If you do let ‘em land at Koele, don’t let them land at night.  And I really prefer if
they don’t land -- I mean, did I say Koele?  I would really prefer if that they don’t land at all at
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Koele because...even though they’re coming in from a certain distance, at a certain height, and
a certain angle, if anything goes wrong, helicopters have a real long glide path.  If anything goes
wrong, they can crash any place within five miles of where they are stationary when the incident
happens.  And for one, my house is within five miles of Koele.  So, I really would prefer that the
-- they don’t fly into Koele.  But if you do, not at night.  And one reason for this that even though
there are FAA rules governing helicopters, and governing drones, and governing lasers, you
still going to have the ones who don’t follow rules.  

And I hope Lanai people don’t do this, but on Oahu they’ve been pointing lasers at pilots.  And
on another island -- and I hope Lanai people don’t do this -- there has -- I think there was one
drone strike on an aircraft flying out, flying out of Hawaii, and, and maybe fortunately these
planes are so big, on most  parts of a fuselage on a large plane they can absorb a drone crash.
These little helicopters cannot.  Even if you hit the, the rotor, and especially the tail rotor, you
hit the tail rotor and that thing can crash any place.  But again, Manele is fine...give them the
experience.  If they cannot land at the Lanai Airport, let them land at Manele.  But I would prefer
not to have them land at Koele.  Thank you very much.

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Any other testifiers at this time?  Dave?  Go right ahead.  He jumped
right up. 

Mr. Pat Reilly: I can only stand so long.  Pat Reilly.  As you know I’ve sat in your position.  I’m
wondering if a deal can be cut here.  My first question would be how long do you have to make
this decision?  How many days?  When is that?  Secondly, I’m kind of show me.  Why don’t you
have a field trip.  Why don’t you have a helicopter come in.  Why don’t you have instruments
that measure the sound.  Just, just do that.  You know, we can sit here all night and talk about
graphs, charts.  I don’t know if the applicant is willing.  Split the application in half.  My reaction
basically is you have strong support for the Manele one.  I don’t hear hardly any of --.  But you,
in my own heart -- same deal with Koele -- there is more to Koele than noise.  It’s a special
place.  I mean, I don’t care.  Somebody --.  I thought --.  What does Koele mean?  Doesn’t it
mean mist or something like that?  Mist?  Well, it gets real misty up there.  That means it
couldn’t land there.  

So what I’m saying to you guys is maybe you can cut a deal here.  Cut the application in half.
Get the one done.  Let it go on, you know and -- to me, I’d have a field trip.  And I’d say, you fly
in a helicopter because I want to be there, up at Koele or somewhere.  I don’t care if I’m at the
landing pad.  I want to hear the noise away from it.  My suggestion.

Ms. Gima: Thank you. Dave?

Mr. Green: Dave Green, Lanai resident.  I’m also president of the Manele Homeowners
Association.  We have discussed this with a number of our homeowners.  We, interestingly,
have a number of them on island for the last several weeks.  We had some questions, but the
residents, I think, are comfortable with the conditions that have been placed on this.  I guess
I’m an optimist.  I figure out that if a helicopter goes up in the air, it’s not going to crash.  I mean,
you can’t make decisions based on dooms day presentation, or dooms day eventualities.  You
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have to be aware of that, but the chances of that are very slim.  

Anyway, the Manele Homeowners Association Board as well as the -- all of the residents that
we’ve talked to are in support.  Again, we understand there is a corridor that the flights that will
come in and leave by.  They do not come near our homes.  I live on the very western part of the
-- of the Manele Project District.  I leave my windows open at night.  I don’t use air-conditioning,
and I don’t think the sound is going to be a problem. 

I also agree that probably the vast majority of the flights are going to be down at Manele.  The
price point of the hotels are going to be different, and --.  But I would also support the fact that
there should be some time limitations especially at Koele.  

And I think, I think Pat made a good suggestion.  You don’t have perhaps some key data that
would be good to have as it relates to Koele.  Lynn won’t be happy for saying that, but I think
Manele we have no issues whatsoever.  The driver of the hotel.  The hotel is the driver of the
economic life on the island.  All the businesses, everybody -- everybody benefits if the hotel
does well down at Manele.  And if there are people that are willing to pay for a helicopter ride
because they don’t want to wait, more power to them, and the money will be here on Lanai, and
it will benefit all of us. We understand that it would be a unique competitive advantage at least
at this point in time.  And if helps brings people in, it’s all, more the better.   Thank you very
much.  I appreciate the chance to testify. 

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Any last testifiers?  Myles?  And then Aunty Winnie.

Mr. Saruwatari: Myles Saruwatari.  Thank you for hearing me out.  I was watching the
presentation and I have some issues with some of the language used.  One thing that was
mentioned was adverse effects on surrounding community.  What -- now, what does that mean?
I look at it differently from whoever wrote that.  They will look at it different than somebody who
lives at Iwiole.  That is, you know, there is going to be discrepancy.  Just because you live on
Maui, yeah, it’s not going to impact you adversely because you live in Maui.  But somebody at
Iwiole, it’s going to affect them adversely because they have to hear the noise.  But I have no
objections to the Manele site, but up here, no, because no matter what you’re going to hear that
helicopter.  The school is right over here.  The kids can hear it.  And you know kids, oh,
helicopter, woo-woo.  That’s going to happen.  You know, I mean, it’s not anything that’s
terrible, but it does take -- you know distracts kids, and kids are easily distracted.  So, I’m all for
Manele if you want to do it down there, but not up here because number two, you guys know
what the weather is like up there.  You don’t want helicopters attempting to land when it’s rainy,
foggy, windy, and you know how it gets up there.  I mean, ask the golfers.  Anybody golf, you
guys know what the golf course is like when it starts getting bad, and it can just happen just like
that.  So thank you for hearing me out. 

Ms. Gima: Thank you.  Winnie?  Any you’ll be our last testifier at this time.  This commission,
commissioners need to start asking questions and discussing. 

Ms. Basques: Thank you again.  Winnie Basques.  You folks did a good job.  You did all your
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folks research, okay, on the paper, that power point.  I can see that you folks doing all your
hana hana – that’s job in Hawaiian.  Okay.  But I do not like seeing Lanai has to be changed
for the purpose of the people who come from the mainland, wherever they coming from, to say
oh we going to Lanai.  Well remember now when they get off the helicopter the makana winds
blowing.  You know how they going look like when they come out with their high class clothes.
The wahine in their nice kind gowns, all lepo.  Lepo in Hawaiian means dirt.  You going see how
they going get off.  The hair all . . . (inaudible) . . . and whatever.  The thing is that, we live this
style.  We live our style.  We come here, we take care of our aina.  But we don’t want no other
people come in and telling us what to do.  Okay.  Now the thing is it’s going to be on your folks
conscience when you going deliberate this issue, okay.  The two helipads...like they say, when
the fog comes down, you cannot see the table tanks, it’s 500 feet.  If you cannot see you ain’t
gonna land because I used to work airport before as security for the airlines.  Now the thing is
that when they do this kind stuff...how you going make us feel?  Now they going think, oh, let’s
go to Lanai, there is that shopping center, get all these kinds stuff.  Hello?  There’s no shopping
center.  You like you shopping, go back to where you came from.  Thank you.

Ms. Gima: Thank you. Sorry uncle, we gotta, we gotta close it because we gotta get on to our
discussion or else we’ll be here all night.  Commissioners, I know many of you have many
questions.  Bev?

Ms. Zigmond: Madame Chair?  I would like to...remind all the commissioners who were here
back in November or December that at that time we were placed in front of us...we were placed
in front of us a letter from a Manele resident who adamantly opposes.  So I’m not sure if, Dave,
you missed that one or not, but it was Ms. Bonita Churney.  And it was just put on our table and
so it was never into the record, and I’m not going to read the entire thing.  But I do -- and I’m
speaking, I’m speaking -- but I do want to say that she is adamantly opposed, and I have this
record here, this letter if you all want to see it at some other time.  Again, it was given to us, but
there was no mention of what it is. 

The next thing I would like to say is that the 1998 Lanai Community Plan is still in effect.  And
Medigale you may not know this or maybe you do, but the community plan is what guides us
in everything that we do.  And page 53 of the Lanai Community Plan which is still in effect says:

“Prohibit aircraft flight patterns over Lanai City as a means of noise mitigation.”

It also says: 

“Identify and implement other aircraft noise mitigation measures such as the
prohibition of late night aircraft operations.”

So already it’s saying that we shouldn’t be doing this.  I would have to say that I believe there’s
a really different perspective out there on what is a significant, detrimental impact as well as
what are unusual conditions.  I don’t think the fact that --.  I’m not even going to go there.  

One of the things that I want to point out is in the binder on page 10.  There was concern from
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the Manele residents and then it said, okay, we can do -- just don’t do between 11:00 p.m. and
5:00 a.m.  And I quote this next part, as Pulama Lanai believes that these late night flights will
basically non existent, the applicant would prefer to institute this if multiple night flights
commence once operational and respond accordingly to the owners.  Well I think that’s kind of
absurd to do something after the fact.  It was like one time some community member said to
the commissioners well just approve that and then you can put conditions on it later.  So, I think
that’s the same mind set there, and I think it’s pretty absurd. 

Now I have a question.  The DOT said that...if this was not operational by September 13th, that
some other things would have to happen.  They would have to reapply or do something.  In
other words, this, this...this go ahead from them is only through September 13th.  So my
question to the applicant is when do you anticipate commencing operations?

Ms. Gima: Before you begin, Lynn, I’m going to ask everyone in the audience and outside to
please keep your guys conversations down to a minimal please.  The commissioners have been
very patient with listening to all of you tonight, and hearing all of your testimonies, so please do
the same as we are, you know, trying to have this discussion.  Thank you.

Ms. McCrory: Lynn McCrory, Pulama Lanai.  DOT’s letter was stating that we do not -- they do
not require us to get any State permits in order for the helistops to operate.  There’s no State
permits needed.  That was the intent of their letter.  I’m not sure what the 13th was.  

Ms. Zigmond: I’ll find that for you.  And in the mean time, I need to ask another question.  So
we’ve heard that both Manele and Koele homeowners were noticed with registered letters.  I’ve
heard that some people up on the hill also received a letter.  So my question is why were the
residents at Iwiole, the Quads, Hawaiian Homelands, or even myself who lives pretty darn
close, why weren’t we given that same notice?

Ms. McCrory: The notice –  Lynn McCrory, Pulama Lanai -- the notices go out to everyone
within 500 feet of that property.  My guess is it goes to -- not my guess -- it goes to the owner
of the property.

Ms. Zigmond: Okay, so we have a precedent here, Lynn.  When you came before us for the
recycling center, and you all sent the letter of notice to the owner of Hale Kapuna, and the
owner of the Courts.  We objected and we deferred our decision until the people who were
residents there who would be affected were noticed.  And I’m asking that the same thing
happen here.

Ms. McCrory: You’re right.  We did say that, and we did say we did it, we’d do that.  We did not,
so I agree.  I just got this.  It’s not State DOT, it’s the FAA.  So we just have to go back in and
say yes we are intending to do that and they will issue another one.  So it should not be an
issue.

Ms. Zigmond: So my question is when do you plan to be operational? 
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Ms. McCrory: We have yet to have approval from this Commission, and then we have to go to
County Council.  And my best estimate at County Council would be a year.  There’s at least four
meetings that will have to go through.  And depending on whether they make a decision or not.
So for me, I use Council approval as one year of time.  Then it’s construction and then that’s
another year.  So we are at least probably two plus years away. 

Ms. Zigmond: Thank you for that answer.  And once again I firmly believe that the residents of
Iwiole, the Courts, and Hawaiian Homelands needs to be noticed. 

Ms. Gima: Olopua.  Beverly, Olopua too.

Ms. Zigmond: Olopua.  Absolutely.  And then 231 Caldwell Avenue as a matter of fact. 

Ms. Gima: Lynn, I would suggest you take a seat up close because there’s going to be a lot of
questions coming your way.  There is an extra mic if you wouldn’t want to -- it would be easier.

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: My question is who will be monitoring the 12 flights per month?  

Ms. McCrory: Lynn McCrory, Pulama Lanai.  We will.  And we’ll be monitoring in such a way
that an example of windsock or any of the navigational aids will not be left onsite.  So when
we’re informed that a flight is coming in, we will then inform Four Seasons as to the time the
flight is estimated to be there.  We will then send someone out to actually put the navigational
aids in place.  And then after that, that counts as one.  So we’ll be monitoring both putting
everything out, taking everything back and the count.

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: That goes to my –

Ms. Gima: I was going to kind of piggy back on that with a few questions.  So is it FAA who’s
regulating that you cannot exceed 12 flights?  Is there a regulation in place for that?

Ms. McCrory: No, it’s ours.

Ms. Gima: So that could be changed without having to notify?

Ms. McCrory: No, no, no.

Ms. Gima: No?

Ms. McCrory: If, if we’re saying that we will only do 12 round trip flights per month for both sites,
we can’t change that without coming back to you.  

Ms. Gima: Okay.

Ms. McCrory: This is a five year permit.  We’re looking to see does it make a difference?  Does
-- do people even use it?  If we find that they aren’t, we’re not going to renew it or we’ll -- we
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won’t even look at making it permanent because we would have to do permanent by going
through Land Use Commission.  We’re not sure. 

Ms. Gima: So this is basically what I’m hearing like a trial run for five years.

Ms. McCrory: Yes, this the five years.  And, I mean, I would say to you probably if we don’t have
anyone coming in two years even, we’re done.  Because obviously this is not something that
is working and makes any sense.  

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: Next question was how will -- like, what’s the process of a guest wanting
to helicopter in?  Do they contact when they make reservations for the hotel?  Do they contact
Pulama?  Who -- what’s the whole process, the whole process?

Ms. McCrory: Let’s, let’s ...Larry Ellison and friends, he just makes his contacts and tells us
what he needs.  For the Four Seasons, the request would have to come from Four Seasons to
us because they would have to be a guests at one of the Four Seasons.  And they would then
say to us we have guests coming in to Kahului, and they want to be picked up by the helicopter
and should arrive there.  They will probably make the helicopter arrangements for them.  If not,
the guests could make the arrangements.  But, again, these are private so they aren’t a matter
where any helicopter company that just decides they want to come in can land on it.  They
cannot.  It is private.  It is 12 flights round trip.  And by round trip, I mean, you come in, you drop
the guests off, you leave.  One.  So if let’s say the guests who’s staying at Manele Hotel or
Koele Hotel decides that they want to leave because the way they would have get to their flight
would end up them sitting, let’s say, at Maui or Honolulu for a few hours.  Where they could say,
I want the helicopter to take me in so I’m there an hour and half in advance or something like
that.  Then at that point, Four Seasons would notify us, and we would go forward with setting
it up so that could occur.

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: So...if, if a guest is coming in, because of TSA and all the Federal security,
how would their luggage come in on a commercial flight to the airport instead of on the
helicopter?

Ms. McCrory: They would come in...their luggage would come with them on the helicopter.  

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: Oh, I thought I heard earlier their luggage was not -- it was going to come
through from the airport.

Ms. McCrory: No.  No, that was one of the suggestions of someone.  I think Debbie did that one
where if you wanted to reduce time at, let’s say, Koele helistop, you could drop the luggage at
the airport.  That was it.  But it would come in with them.

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: Another question, maybe for Planning Department.  Is this the way it’s set
up, it’s together, Manele and Koele, is it, is it -- are they able to separate it?  And if so, what’s
the process?
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Mr. Yoshida: I guess they could have specific conditions for...the helistop in Manele or Koele.
Say if they wanted to restrict the hours or...

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: What I mean like if...if the way it’s set up now, if we were, for instance, to
approve one --.  Are we able to approve one and deny another?  It’s right now, for location, it’s,
the way it’s set up now, it’s together.  

Mr. Wollenhaupt: A couple of things.  No. 1 you have your State Land Use Commission Special
Use Permit so this would be the body that’s making the decisions on that.  That actually keeps
conditions put on in house, if you will.  The Conditional Permit, then, of course, moves to the
County Council.  So what we’ve seen say weddings in agriculture on Maui is that the
Commission often times put conditions on it.  They want to be handling without having to go to
Council on the State Land Use Commission Special Permit.  

Now to your question, we might need to have our eminent Corporation Counsel speak to this.
It would be deemed were you could say you only wish now to approve or make a
recommendation of approval on the Manele site.  That would be a lesser impact than the
proposal for two sites.  So I don’t believe that there would be a problem  if you were to define
what you exactly you were approving if that definition was less intense than what was noticed.
But Corporation Counsel would have to weigh in on that.

Ms. Thomson: I agree.  Yes, I think that if you were -- if the Commission was inclined to approve
one location and deny another, or potentially even defer taking action on that second, on Koele,
if you needed more information or, you know, things like that, I think that you could do that.
That’s a little more awkward, but I think that you can make the decision that you wanted, so
yeah.

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: And, I don’t know if it’s just a -- what my last comment is -- you know when
you heard a lot about bringing in tourism, helicopters is only going to be, like, what, six, five
people at the most.  That’s not a major impact.  And another one is Ellison had Island Air, and
he sold it.  Well, he sold majority shares.  He could have kept that.  Now he -- right when the
hotel opens on February 1st ; March 30th they closed and leave Lanai, that’s kind of ridiculous.
You know, if -- I can see if the planes, you know, might not be as luxurious as maybe as these
people are accustomed to.  He could’ve change that.  He spent so much money on the hotel.
He could’ve got better planes, you know.  He could’ve privatized it.  He could have done
whatever he wanted with it.  Now we have one airline that services the whole island including
residents.  That was not a good business decision, in my eyes.  I mean, I’m not a business
person, but, you know, just looking at it, with hunting season coming in, graduation coming,
there’s like a huge impact when that airline left.  So, that was my comment. 

Ms. McCrory: Did you want an answer?

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: If you want and if there is any answer, but –

Ms. McCrory: Okay.  Answer, yeah.  Let me give you some of the pieces.  Island Air, I think,



Lana#i Planning Commission
Minutes – April 20, 2016
Page 42      APPROVED 07-20-2016

was losing $28 million every year.  That’s a lot of money going out into something that really
wasn’t successful by any stretch of an imagination.  He looked at that and just said, you know,
all I’m going to do is keep losing money.  What -- and that’s why he sold the piece that he sold
because it wasn’t making money no matter what they tried to do as an airline, it didn’t work.  So
he sold it to local people, who so far seemed to be making a go of it.  Now what the difference
is, I don’t know because obviously we don’t have any connection with that entity.  

I can tell you that one of our concerns for having Ohana was being sure there were enough
flights.  And so we’ve decided and have gone ahead and are subsidizing one additional flight
that will be coming into Lanai in May.  I believe it starts on the 16th.  And that’s to be sure there
are enough flights.  I don’t know if you’ve been on any, but I’ve been on and there’s barely any
seats open.  I mean other than the 6:00 a.m. flight which is not a lot of fun to begin with, but
that, that’s the reason.  It was a consistent loss from the point that he had it.  It never, ever, ever
made money.  So if you’ve got $28 million every year for three years...you know, obviously
that’s not the business he should be in.

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: Yeah, I think what -- I mean I not going tell Mr. Ellison what to do, but, you
know, maybe a change of management company, change in personnel.  I know the workers
over here only made $8.00 an hour.   So you know how –

Ms. Gima: Stacie, can I just say something really quickly?

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: Yeah.

Ms. Gima:  I mean, I see what you’re saying about Island Air, but I mean, I don’t know how
relevant it is in the sense that –

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: It’s about travel and about –

Ms. Gima: Okay.  I mean, it sounds like Island Air serves the community.  These flights aren’t
even nowhere servicing –

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: Well, it was one year with no hotel, so yeah.  My concern was we lost
control of an extra transportation force, you know, with if you’re bringing in your tourists.  That
was my concern. 

Ms. Gima: Lynn, I had a few questions.  I, I’m completely confused with some of this wording:
occasional, basically, anticipated.  You know there’s no definite, you know, definition here.  You
we’re going to have occasional night flights.  What’s occasional?  You know?  Where the flight
frequency is anticipated to vary between Koele and Manele.  And then...in the, in the application
that we have no where -- and correct me if I’m wrong Commissioners -- I saw no where in here
that the 12 flights are going to be combined, Koele and Manele.  However, in the presentation
that was very different, so there are some confusion with how things are being, one, presented
and worded. 
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Ms. McCrory: Okay.  We came up with that phrasing for the 12 flights, round trip, combined to
make sure it was as clear as we could get it, and we went through that multiple times.  So what
you saw, what you heard, that’s, that’s the verbiage.  Now I’m trying to remember what else you
asked me and I started with the last one.  

Ms. Gima: Occasional night flights.

Ms. McCrory: Occasional.  One of the reason that -- one of things that I did was to go back
through all of the airlines coming in Honolulu and Kahului, any say when do they arrive.  What
time?  You know, is it possible that it could be later.  There are two flights that come into
Honolulu, nothing into Kahului.  And one comes in from L.A. and one comes in from San
Francisco, and it arrives at 10 o’clock or 10 minutes after 10.  That’s it.  So the word occasional
comes from that.  Do I anticipate night flights?  Honestly, no I don’t.  It doesn’t really make a
whole lot of sense that we’re going to get people coming in on those late flights that then want
to take a helicopter over.  Because most people come in that late they just get a hotel room.
And if they’re going to travel, they travel the next day.

Ms. Gima: So I have a question for Corp Counsel and the Planning Department, and I think Bev
stated in the beginning that, you know, our 1998 Community Plan is still in effect which prohibits
night flights completely.  So, if that applicant is wanting to do any type of night flights do they
have to do a Community Plan Amendment?

Ms. Thomson: . . . (inaudible) . . . but neither one of these types of permits, a Conditional Permit
or Special Use Permit, require consistency with the Community Plan.  As far as night flights and
time limits, you can set those in the permit.  So if the Commission wants to approve this,
approve the Special Permit with conditions, those considerations could be conditions such as
no fly over the city and, you know, a distance from the perimeter, etcetera. 

Ms. Gima: I understand that we can put conditions.  I just wanted some clarification if, just like
the three Lanai Avenue Homes, they had to do a Community Plan Amendment.  And so you’re,
if I’m -- I want to make sure I’m clarifying this on the record that I’m hearing correctly -- you’re
saying that these permits don’t have to jive at all with the Community Plan. 

Ms. Thomson: The Community Plan is something that you would consider when you’re looking
at a Special Permit.  One of, one of the criteria for a Special Permit is that the desired use would
not adversely affect the surrounding property, would not unreasonably burden public agencies.
So you’re looking through this, as far as having strict consistency with a Community Plan, if
these permits don’t require that.  Clayton, did you have anything to add to it?

Ms. Gima: And, and -- sorry Clayton, hold on a second -- strict consistency, what does that
mean, strict consistency?

Ms. Thomson: For example when you have a Special Use -- when you have a -- sorry, Special
Management Area Permit, there are certain types of permits that require you to be -- they
require the project to be consistent with the Community Plan.  The reason that the three Lanai
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houses had to be, had to have Community Plan Amendment is that a Change in Zoning
requires that.  So it’s the difference in the ways the laws are applied. 

Ms. Zigmond: But I still think that the Community Plan guides us with everything that we do or
why do the heck do we have it? 

Ms. Gima: Commissioners -- I mean . . . (inaudible) . . . I’m still trying to process this, so if any
of you have any other questions. 

Ms. Zigmond: One other quick question for the applicant.  So in the binder I think it was there
was a photocopied page of a catalog with lights on.  Have you gotten any further on which
lighting you’re going to use? 

Ms. Gima: Bev, is that the seabird lighting? 

Ms. McCrory: Everything would have to be in conformance, so that there isn’t an issue with
seabird lighting.  And that would be, you know, you would be putting -- if you had a night flight,
you would take your lights out to the site with you...and they just can’t shine upwards.  So all
we could do is shine on to the pathway, on to the diameter circle is what we would be doing.

Also, just, just one more point in response to what Bev said.  These flights won’t be flying over
the city.  FAA regulations requires a 1,500 foot altitude minimum over the city, and then 500
where it’s not.  And by city, they mean Lanai City and they mean Manele.  They’re shown on
FAA maps.  They’re very clearly indicated this cannot be flying over the city.  

Mr. Oshiro: I get your landing and take off, they going from west to east.  That’s the way it’s
shown...on Koele, excuse me, up at Koele, west to east and that’s with the  trade winds, right?

Ms. McCrory: Yes.  

Mr. Oshiro: Like most people that live on Lanai know that we often get fogged in.  That’s no
brainer there because just last week we had fog that rolled in.  Are they gonna try to land?
Inclimate weather too, are they gonna try to land during that time?

Ms. McCrory: No.  And that’s one of the reason for someone who will be the person, point
person, on Pulama Lanai for that.  They have to make the call whether or not the flight should
come in.  I mean, someone has to make that call, and it has to be someone here doing that.

Mr. Oshiro: Just a thought.  I don’t know if -- you weren’t here when they did the filming.  They
did a movie over here, they did a filming, and they were here for about a week or so.  And they
used that stable, above the stable, they used that as their landing pad, and I guess they were,
. . . (inaudible) . . . out of Koele.  And during that time they flew back and forth, you know.  And
during the evening, they flew back and forth, and that was really, really irritating.  I mean, not
to have any noise.  Right now you listen all you hear is the car driving.  But then to have a
helicopter flying back and forth, I mean, even if they come two or three times in a month, it’s
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something that we, as residents, don’t hear because the flight patterns is away from the city,
it’s down at the airport.  So, you know --.  And then two, if the winds turn Kona, right, north
south, are they still gonna land east, land east west, take off land east west or they not coming
in at all?  Because they gonna have to go over the city then right?  No?

Ms. McCrory: They aren’t allowed over the city. I mean, they’re not allowed.

Mr. Oshiro: They not flying during, during Kona wind?

Ms. McCrory: That may be exactly what the situation is. 

Mr. Oshiro: Same thing happened down at Manele?

Ms. McCrory: It could happen at Manele also, yes.

Mr. Oshiro: Because Kona winds comes north south.  So you, you either come in with the, with
the way the winds blowing, right?  Just questions or just comments at you, yeah.

Ms. McCrory: It would have to...it would have to be safe.  More than anything you have to have
a safety factor that there isn’t going to be a helicopter crashing on you.  So yes, you have to
consider all of those.

Ms. Gima: And then a piggy back really quickly if you don’t mind off of the landing and take off.
What is the turn around time from when a helicopter lands to then taking off?

Ms. McCrory: It is as fast as discharging passengers.  And if there’s any to go back on that
particular flight to an airport, loading them.  That’s it.  They are not to be sitting on that stop.

Ms. Gima: Because I think Alberta testified and I mean, I don’t know if that’s true or not about
it being a 15 minute limit.  I didn’t see that in the application.  Or she mentioned about that the
engine can’t stay on when –

Ms. McCrory: It cannot stay on.  It cannot.  

Ms. Gima: Okay.

Ms. McCrory: So the intent is to drop them off, or if they’re just leaving, pick them up.  That
simple.

Mr. Oshiro: Again, during take off and landing, especially on take off because you probably
going up to the east.  Are you going to be -- I’m only talking about Koele -- are you going -- are
they gonna block the road, Keamoku Highway?

Ms. McCrory: They did not feel that needed to be blocked with the traffic studies that we
recently had done for Sporting Clays.  They did not feel.  The construction road must be
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blocked.  That’s part of FAA.  They didn’t feel that the Keamoku Road needed to be.  It can be
something we do.  

Mr. Oshiro: Okay.  And then the guests coming in from Manele using that nursery area.  They
all going be going out the same way they came down the Manele Highway right?  That’s how
you bringing in the guests back to the hotel, right?

Ms. McCrory: No, the guests would be coming down Hulopoe which is basically the construction
road.  Because they’re going to finish going down and then into Manele. 

Mr. Oshiro: But is the construction road -- remember I brought this up a long time ago, about
the construction road being hazardous. 

Ms. McCrory: Yes.

Mr. Oshiro: So you guys doing something to repair that?

Ms. McCrory: It has been -- it has been completely paved. 

Mr. Oshiro: I’d like to see that road, you know, before, pretty much before I even vote on this
because like –

Ms. Gima: . . . (inaudible) . . .

Mr. Oshiro: No.  Remember, Conrad died, yeah, okay.  But what I’m saying is when we were
allowed to go up and down -- I used to walk up and down that road -- there was no run off.  Now
there is?  Okay.  I just want to say I’d like to see it because nobody is allowed to go down that
road.  I would like, you know, I would like, before I even vote, I would like to see if that road was
really repaired because like I said if happens again, Pulama would be in for a big suit yeah?

Ms. McCrory: I can tell you that it was repaired.  It was completely paved except for one area
which was in front of where the concrete crushing area is and then that was re-paved.  The
truck runaway ramp, just to give you a cost, it cost $980,000 was built.  So that was put in.  It
was designed.  It was laid out.  It’s there.  That was a requirement from the room renovation
permit, so, yes, it’s in place, it’s functional.

Ms. Gima: It is.  I seen it when I had to reroute from when there was a fire.  I had to go up on
the private road.  Yeah.

Mr. Oshiro: Thank you Lynn.

Ms. Gima: Clayton?

Mr. Yoshida: I guess with respect to Commissioner Gima’s earlier question regarding the
Community Plan and the prior application.  It was required because for the Change of Zoning,
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under criteria no. 2, the proposed request is consistent with the applicable Community Plan
Land Use map of the County.  So currently it’s Business Commercial, the Community Plan for
the three houses property.  So in order to have single family residential development –

Ms. Gima: We understand that. 

Mr. Yoshida: Now for the -- at the current applications are for a Land Use Special Permit and
a Conditional Permit.  There’s not that criteria regarding a Community Plan like there is for the
Change in Zoning.  

Ms. Gima: Go ahead Lynn.  

Ms. McCrory: I think we’ve heard that there’s great concern in regards to Koele, and I think
there’s a number of pieces that we should look at and maybe even relocate if we decide to go
ahead.  But I would ask that you go forward with approving Manele and defer Koele, and we
will then take back all the comments.  I know I’ve written a number down, Karlynn has a written
a number down, and let us take a look, and then we’ll either withdraw the application for Koele
or we will present alternatives including site visits. 

Ms. Zigmond: Madame Chair, if you are going to be asking us for discussion on this, I’m
adamantly opposed to either one.  Having said that...with certain conditions I would consider
voting for Manele, but absolutely, positively no way for Koele.  Not even if all the Iwiole and
Hawaiian Homelands and me and everybody else in the area gets noticed which they should
have been.  I’m adamantly opposed to that, period. 

Ms. Gima: I haven’t heard from this side of the commissioners.  Please ask while Lynn’s still
here.  Ask the questions.

Mr. Ferguson: Okay, my, my question on for the Koele site was you have one section that
showing the flight plan, the flight route, yeah, the approach, but it’s not expanded enough to see
the city.  And then the map that you do show the city is one old map that’s not even showing
Hawaiian Homes houses.  So it’s not even, it’s not even in the picture.  You no see -- right now
it looks like just vacant land, but there’s actually houses there.

Ms. McCrory: I can tell you that Hawaiian Homelands was one of the agencies that was sent
the entire application.  They responded and asked us to send an additional map, which we did,
which then showed the flight path not even close to theirs.  And then they submitted a -- I think
that was the only thing.  Once we submitted that, we did not hear back from them. 

Mr. Ferguson: Okay.  And just to, like how what Brad was saying when they did the filming a
couple years back, you know, the...they told the community that the helicopters won’t be
buzzing the city, but I live at Hawaiian Homes at very bottom, at the very corner by the gulch
so I am the turning point.  So they, they buzz the field, and right when they reach the gulch they
hung a right and when straight up to the stables.  And right where they hung the right, it woke
me up.  I walk out on my deck and I see this helicopter.  They’re far enough away.  You know,
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they kept their buffer, but the noise was still enough to wake me up.  And that’s what I was, you
know, trying to figure out.  The noise is loud.  The wind comes down.  Even after it passed me,
as it was landing, I could still hear it down at the bottom of the city.

Ms. McCrory: That’s another reason to defer at Koele.  We need to either take a look and see
where else we’re going to do it, if we’re going to do it.  I just don’t think at this point it makes any
sense to try to do...try to even move forward on that.

Ms. Gima: Okay.  I’m -- I want to take this piece by piece because that’s where it’s going.  I think
we need to look at Manele, we need to come up with conditions.  So I’m right now going to
make the motion to deny the -- both this --is it the State Land Use Commission Special Use
Permit for Koele.  And then make a recommendation for the Conditional Permit to County
Council for them to deny the permit for Koele.  

Ms. Zigmond: Second.  

Ms. Gima: So I made the motion, Bev second, is there any discussion, any questions by the
commissioners before we vote?

Mr. Ferguson: I want to ask Counsel I should just continue recuse myself. 

Ms. Thomson: Thank you, yeah, if Lanai Builders would be the company that would be
constructing then you should recuse yourself. 

Mr. Ferguson: I’m a carpenter, so I don’t know how much I going be working on the helipad, but,
you know, but they might pull the permit, but, you know, as a general, but I don’t know if I’ll get
carpentry work out of one helipad. 

Ms. Thomson: Right that is a good question.  In that case what you would need to decide is
whether you feel that you do not have a direct financial interest in this particular application so
that you can vote.  You could decide that you do and then recuse yourself, or you can request
deferral and then get a Board of Ethics opinion.  So those are your choices, but from what
you’re describing, it doesn’t sound as direct as a building project where you’d be actually
employed on the project. 

Ms. Gima: Are you choosing to recuse yourself?

Mr. Ferguson: I think I can, I can vote on this.

Ms. Gima: Okay.  Okay.  Any other discussion before we vote?  Okay, all in favor of the motion
-- and again this is specifically for denying for Koele -- raise your hand.  One, two, three, four,
five, six; that’s unanimous. 

It was moved by Commissioner Kelli Gima, seconded by Commissioner
Beverly Zigmond, then unanimously
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VOTED: to deny the State Land Use Commission Special Permit, and
to recommend to County Council denial of the Conditional
Permit for the proposed private helistop pad at Koele. 

(Assenting: M. Badillo, S. Ferguson, K. Gima, S. Koanui Nefalar,
B. Oshiro, B. Zigmond)

(Excused: M. Baltero, S. Marlowe)
(Absent: J. Barfield)

Ms. Gima: So now -- and again, thank you to the community members that have come out, and
those who have written letters and got names on the petition.  I mean, I think this --.   We heard
you in regards to the issues with Koele.  Now we need to look at Manele.  I think I’ve heard
quite a bit from the community and also from reading some certain letters that it was more of
the issue with Koele, not as much with Manele, but I’ve also heard and read that, you know,
wanting to have some conditions in place.  

Ms. Zigmond: Madame Chair?  Some things I think about are -- just in case I win a lottery and
I get to buy a terrace at Manele -- I wouldn’t want the lights or the sound between, you know,
7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.  And I would like emergency vehicles to have first and always
precedent there so that if an emergency happens for anybody -- guests, visitors, locals,
anybody -- that that would be available.

Ms. Gima: Yeah, I think that -- I mean, Lynn you heard that quite a few times tonight.  I think
people realize if there’s an emergency down at Manele, the time to get the ambulance down
there, get back up to the city and then possibly to the airport to medivac, pretty critical amount
of time.  Was this discussed at any time?

Ms. McCrory: Yes, we took -- Lynn McCrory -- we took the opportunity to talk to Ted, who’s the
medic here for that, and his answer was we really don’t want your helicopter taking anyone
anywhere.  The helicopter should be medically equipped and with personnel that can save your
life and not do damage to you.  They know that they can land anywhere on Lanai.  So, yeah,
there’s a helispot that would be at Manele, and they can obviously land there, but they can also
land on the golf course if that’s closer.  Or they can land in the parking lot if that’s closer.  If they
were -- someone was up into a remote area, but they found an area their helicopter could land,
they can land there.  So –

Ms. Gima: It wouldn’t need specific permission from you guys to land on the helispot?

Ms. McCrory: They have our permission. 

Ms. Gima: Okay.

Ms. McCrory: Any where on the island, to land, for a medical emergency. 

Ms. Gima: Commissioners, any other questions for the applicant?  Now, again, we’re just again,
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looking specifically at Manele.  Any discussion specifically about any conditions?  So Bev, did
that answer your question?  It doesn’t sound like there needs to be a condition because Pulama
has given the right of entry to, for any where.  Is there any other conditions?  You recommended
no flights between 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.

Ms. Zigmond: And I’m thinking again of our local population who might be camping on the
beach or something like that to still try to protect what we know and love about Lanai. 

Mr. Oshiro: The one that, you know, I brought, I mentioned this was Kona winds, yeah.  I don’t
know.  You guys pretty much gotta find out if you can because, you know, you going be flying
over the residential to...to land on south winds, or coming in from, taking off because you going
over residential.  Unless you guys not -- you don’t care which way the wind blows. 

Ms. McCrory: It has to be safe for the helicopter to land, so, you know, if it’s not, they shouldn’t
be landing.  Or they land it over at Lanai Airport where they can come in at any direction.  

Ms. Thomson: One thing to consider is just to clarify that the request is for 12 round trips per
month.  So I’m just making sure that that’s what you’re considering. 

Ms. Gima: And the slide that was presented tonight it shows that you guys already have specific
conditions from the FAA...as long as you have that, their approval, correct?  

Ms. McCrory: Yes. 

Ms. Gima:  The minimum flight restriction of the 1,500 feet...in this case, it would be around
Manele, and 500 elsewhere; all operations conducted in Visual Flight Rules weather conditions;
the landing area is limited to private use; all approach/departure operations are conducted from
040 degrees/220 degrees whatever else those numbers mean; and then prior to use, a
representative of FAA evaluate.  So you have -- I just wanted to make clear to the
commissioners that those conditions are already in place with the FAA.  So if there’s any
separate conditions that we would like impose I think now is the time to have that discussion.
Kurt, it looks like you were going to say something.

Mr. Wollenhaupt: Just so that the commissioners know condition no. 7 of the Conditional Permit
does state that the applicant shall comply with the FAA requirements for the helistops.  There’s
going to have to be some word smithing here.  Probably Corporation Counsel may weigh in, but
it would be something such as the Maui County Planning Department would say recommend
approval at the Manele location as described in the staff report prepared for the Lanai Planning
Commission as of this date subject to the following conditions.  So we’ll just have to ensure that
this, anything that goes on up what you’re approving states Manele.  

Ms. Gima: I just thought of something.  Because we voted and denied Koele, the Special Land
Use Permit and made our recommendation for the Conditional Permit, Council can come
around and totally ignore our recommendation is and grant that permit.  But just so I’m clear
they need two of those permits?
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Mr. Wollenhaupt: (nods)

Ms. Gima: Okay.

Ms. Zigmond: Okay, we’re getting very hungry and very tired.  I move that
we...recommend...approval of the Conditional Permit to County Council and I recommend that
we...approve the -- sorry I just lost it too -- the other one.  Here, wait, wait.

Ms. Gima: Special Land Use.

Ms. Zigmond: The Special Land Use -- thank you -- Permit for Manele, only.  Both of them for
Manele only.  With the condition that there’s no flying between 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. 

Mr. Oshiro: I second that. 

Ms. Thomson: Just for clarification.  Do you want to also include all of the conditions
recommended by the Planning Department?

Ms. Zigmond: Yes.

Ms. Thomson: Okay.

Ms. Gima: Lynn?  Yeah, let’s have a discussion about this before we vote.  Lynn? 

Ms. McCrory: I don’t think you had any issues coming from the Manele residents.  The one
letter you have, the person is not a Manele resident.  So, she doesn’t live there or she hasn’t
lived there.  I know, we were surprised too when we looked and said where in the world . . .
(inaudible) . . .  And I was hoping David Green was still here because he would corroborate that,
corroborate that for me.  I would ask that you make it later than 7:00 p.m.  I’m going to ask for
10:00 or 11:00, and say 11:00 to 7:00 a.m. and we would be fine with that. 

Ms. Zigmond: I’m thinking again about our local residents.  I, I can’t go 11, 10 o’clock at night.
I just can’t do that. 

Ms. Gima: Lynn, can you give us the reason for want -- the need for the 10 p.m.?  Is it because
there would be -- like if someone is flying in to Oahu and arrives there at 7:00 and wants to get
immediately over?  

Ms. McCrory: Yes.  It’s more of that because there are flights coming in.  I used the 11 for the
per chance that there’s someone on the 10:00 p.m. flight when they come in has that
opportunity.  It’s more to service the guests.  Again, I don’t believe that most people are going
to come over at night.  I really do not.  I think that’s going to be pretty unusual, but they will
come over during the day.  So I say 11 p.m. just to cover the chance of a guest.  If what we find,
and I’m more than willing to do this, that we have complaints coming from the Park Council, we
would be more than willing to take a look at that and say, we need to make a change.  And then
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we would make the change.  Not differently than saying there can only be -- like we’re saying
now there can only be 12 flights. 

Ms. Gima: I definitely hear the concern about when you’re camping.  I think a 10 o’clock -- for
me, I think 10 o’clock is doable as usually that’s -- what is the term for that -- that’s usually like
noise time where you can’t have fireworks or loud noises, so I, I do think that 10 is doable.  I
appreciate you bringing up the Hulopoe Beach Park Council.  I am a member of the Hulopoe
Beach Park Council.  It would be nice that when this moves forward that it is brought before the
Hulopoe Beach Park Council just as a -- to advise and if there can be something set up where
people camping or with the rangers of how to make complaints if it becomes --.  Because now,
the 12 flights aren’t going to be between Koele and Manele.  It would just be with, at Manele,
and sure that could be spread up completely and it may not cause any issues.  But I think if
there is some form of, of complaint procedure I think that would be helpful.

Ms. McCrory: I can tell you it’s called the hotline.  That has worked remarkably well as we’ve
done all of the construction.  We’re not going to change that number, and that person gets to
carry that phone no matter what.  And I would be fine with 10 p.m. also.

Ms. Gima: And maybe that would be a good thing for -- I’m switching my hat here, not fully, but
-- every month when we meet with the Hulopoe Beach Park Council we get a park ranger’s
report.  They give us numbers of people coming into the beach, and that maybe something that
would be appropriate to add to their report, how many flights went in and out that month, were
there any complaints. 

Ms. McCrory: And we can do that.  That’s not an issue.  

Ms. Gima: So I just shared my thoughts.  Commissioners?  Bev, did you propose it again?  Did
you propose with the 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.?

Ms. Zigmond: . . . (inaudible) . . .

Ms. Gima: Okay.  Okay, I can do that before we have to vote on this motion.  I mean, I would
move to amend it to 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. as a condition, and that Pulama Lanai will put in
place with the park rangers a complain procedure and that it is getting reported monthly to the
Hulopoe Beach Park Council.  So that’s my amendment. 

Ms. Thomson: Someone needs to second that motion, if you wish.  Yes, it’s an amendment and
then whether or not that passes or fails, you go back to the main motion, back to Beverly’s
motion. 

Ms. Gima: Anybody second my amended motion?

Mr. Ferguson: . . . (inaudible) . . .

Ms. Gima: Okay, Fergie seconds.  Okay, so all in favor of the amended motion, and the
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amendment again is the...the condition for times, it’s going to be till 10 p.m. instead of 7 p.m.,
raise your hand.  One, two, three.  Well, it fails.  And all opposed?  Sorry.  All opposed raise
your hand.  Okay.  

It was moved by Commissioner Kelli Gima, seconded by Commissioner
Stephen Ferguson, then 

VOTED: to amend the condition in the main motion to allow flying
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. – MOTION
FAILED.  

(Assenting: M. Badillo, S. Ferguson, K. Gima)
(Dissenting: S. Koanui Nefalar, B. Oshiro, B. Zigmond)
(Excused: M. Baltero, S. Marlowe)
(Absent: J. Barfield)

 

Ms. Gima: So we still have the motion on the floor, Beverly’s motion, to approve for Manele, and
recommend approval to County Council with the condition that no flights be operating through
7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.  She made the motion, Brad second.  Any discussion before we vote?
Because I’m kind of like, I don’t know if this is going to pass.  

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: The reason I didn’t vote with the 10 was, you know, I feel that fireworks is,
you know, twice a year thing.  10 p.m.  It’s expected.  Not expected, but, you know, we kind of
anticipate that that may happen.  The 7:00 p.m. I think I’m looking at safety for the passengers
coming in.  Lynn saying that there may not be or the chances of it coming in is very rare, so I
mean and I think 7:00 p.m. is a reasonable time.  During the summer it’s still lit.  You know, you
can still see it coming in so I feel that 7:00 p.m. is safer.  

Mr. Oshiro: What was the...Pulama’s proposal?  

Ms. Gima: Well first of all in their...I think in their application there was no set limits and that’s
why, that’s why we were putting in that condition.  Lynn asked for 11:00 p.m.

Ms. McCrory: And then accepted 10:00 p.m.

Ms. Gima: They don’t even have time limits right now, and I think that we’ve made it very clear
that we wanted to put that condition in place.  So right now the issue is finding a time.  It sounds
like a --.  I don’t think anybody’s opposing to the 7:00 a.m. component.  It’s the, the night time
component. 

Mr. Yoshida: I guess for clarification sake, I just wanted to make sure, in the motion, does that,
for the Manele helistop, does that include the conditions as recommended by the Department?

Ms. Gima: . . . (inaudible) . . .
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Mr. Yoshida: Okay.  

Mr. Oshiro: But the only reason -- well actually the 10 o’clock, if you put it at 10 and flights
comes in at 10 on Oahu, and there’s none coming from Maui, they still won’t make, so why even
propose a 10 o’clock?  You know what I mean?

Ms. Gima: I think we’re just throwing out a number.  

Mr. Oshiro: Yeah.

Ms. Gima: And I was going based off of the kind of the noise time that we even follow in the city.

Mr. Oshiro: Right.  But the thing is like she said the flight that comes in on Oahu comes in at 10.
She --.  That’s what Lynn said, okay.  So what I’m saying, they still not going make it here, you
know, at the 10 o’clock curfew that they got, that, that you impose the 10 o’clock curfew.  They
not going be here on time, so why even bother to give them the 10 o’clock?  Just stop at the 7.

Mr. Ferguson: Well, I feel if we give them the 10 o’clock they give them one option where
Ohana not flying after, what, 7:00 p.m.  If they, if they get to Oahu 7:30, 8 o’clock –

Mr. Oshiro: The problem is –

Mr. Ferguson: -- they still get one opportunity to get to the island, till 10, you know, which –  

Mr. Oshiro: I understand what you saying.  But the people that going take the helicopter not
going fly on Ohana, you know.  If they going come in, they going rent one private jet and come
in, you know, that’s what I’m trying to say.

Mr. Ferguson: Yeah.

Mr. Oshiro: It’s not that --.  It’s just --.  The 10 o’clock, they not, the people that coming in at 10,
not going make that flight, not going make it to Lanai 10 o’clock.

Ms. Gima: But we’re not only looking specifically at the flights that come in at 10 o’clock on
Oahu.  It could be if they flew a private jet into Maui, a private jet in Oahu, I mean, I don’t know
if that’s necessarily the reason.  Well, yeah, but, I mean Uncle Brad is talking about how this
10:00 p.m. thing is just based on the flight coming into Oahu at 10.  Right?  Well, that’s what
Lynn was saying.  Okay, go ahead. 

Mr. Wollenhaupt: Hi.  It’s Kurt again from the Planning Department.  I understand where the
debate is going.  But since I do go back to California pretty often to see friends, just checking
on United Airlines and I know that if you’re going to use the 7 o’clock cut off, there is a flight that
I’ve taken to Honolulu, and it gets in at 7:10 p.m.  So there is a range of flights that kind of
comes in at the four o’clock hour.  Then there’s a range that come like in the seven o’clock hour.
And there are indeed those flights that come in at nine or ten o’clock.  It would be problematic
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as stated that if you’re coming in at 10 o’clock to Honolulu or Kahului, you just won’t be working
at 10 or 11.  But there might be for the members consideration a number of flights that do get
in at that 6:30, 7:00 hour, so perhaps -- the 8 o’clock, if you move to 8 o’clock, there might be,
that might accommodate.  Just giving you some information. 

Ms. McCrory: This is Lynn McCrory.  Also to let you know, they are coming in on Ohana.  That’s
one of the reasons for putting one more additional flight into the day is that we pick people up
on the 3:15 flight.  There was one vacant seat.  And every flight I’ve been on, they’re coming
in, and the hotel is running at 60% occupancy.  So it’s not coming in on private planes.  They’re
coming in on Ohana.  So this is trying to make sure that when they hit Honolulu, they have an
opportunity to get here.  

Ms. Gima: I don’t think we should go back and forth on the time any more.  I would suggest with
Bev’s motion as stands that I would make a motion to amend to just add that Pulama still
provide reports to the Hulopoe Beach Park Council and receive complaints through the park
rangers, and not changing the time from the 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., but adding that on to your
motion Bev.  So I make a motion to add that on to the original motion that Bev has made. 

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: . . . (inaudible) . . .

Ms. Gima: Okay, so it’s been moved by me, seconded by Stacie.  All in favor of this amended
motion raise your hand.  One, two, three, four, five, six, so that’s unanimous.

It was moved by Commissioner Kelli Gima, seconded by Commissioner
Stacie Koanui Nefalar, then unanimously

VOTED: to amend the original motion to add the conditions that
Pulama Lanai provide reports to the Hulopoe Beach Park
Council and receive complaints through the park rangers.

(Assenting: M. Badillo, S. Ferguson, K. Gima, S. Koanui Nefalar,
B. Oshiro, B. Zigmond)

(Excused: M. Baltero, S. Marlowe)
(Absent: J. Barfield)

Ms. Gima: So now we have...a slightly amended motion, and I guess I’ll just read it out loud
again.  This is for the approval of the Special Land Use Permit for Manele only with the
conditions of no night flights between 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., and that Pulama Lanai is
responsible to provide park ranger, in the park ranger report to the Hulopoe Beach Park Council
as well as the number of complaints made, if any.  And then again, and then also
recommending approval to the County Council for the Conditional Permit.  So that’s what it is
as stands right now.  And again that was originally made motioned by Bev.  So we’re going to
take a vote on this as it stands.  All in favor of this motion raise their hand.  One, two, three,
four, five.  Any opposed?  Okay.  So the motion has been amended, so the motion as stands



Lana#i Planning Commission
Minutes – April 20, 2016
Page 56      APPROVED 07-20-2016

right now is to approve the Special Land Use Permit for Manele and to recommend approval
for the Conditional Permit to County Council with the conditions that no night flights operate
between 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., and that Pulama Lanai is obligated to provide in their monthly
park ranger report to the Hulopoe Beach Park Council how many flights have come in and out
and if there were any complaints made by the beachgoers to the company whether it’s through
the hotline or to the park rangers.  So that is the motion.  And, and -- I’m sorry, you’re right --
and the staff report/recommendations for conditions. 

Ms. McCrory: Report issues to the helicopters, not just any issues, in the written report. 

Ms. Gima: Yeah, yeah, report issues with the helicopters, yes. 

Ms. McCrory: Thank you.

Ms. Gima: So again, let’s take a vote.  All in favor -- and I’m not repeating this again.  I can’t
remember it.  All in favor of this motion raise their hand.  It’s unanimous.  

It was moved by Commissioner Beverly Zigmond, seconded by
Commissioner Bradford Oshiro, then unanimously

VOTED: to approve the State Land Use Commission Special Permit,
and recommend approval of the Conditional Permit to County
Council as recommended/submitted in the Department’s staff
and recommendation reports, and with the added conditions
as discussed by the Commission, for the proposed private
helistop at Manele. 

(Assenting: M. Badillo, S. Ferguson, K. Gima, S. Koanui Nefalar,
B. Oshiro, B. Zigmond)

(Excused: M. Baltero, S. Marlowe)
(Absent: J. Barfield)

Ms. Gima: Okay, we’re done.

Ms. McCrory: Thank you.

Ms. Gima: Thank you for the information and providing clarification to us, Lynn.  

3. MR. WILLIAM SPENCE, Planning Director, transmitting Council Resolution
No. 15-139 referring to the Lanai, Maui, and Molokai Planning Commissions
a proposed bill relating to transient vacation rentals in planned
developments.  (J. Alueta)       
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Ms. Zigmond: Madame Chair?  Can I make a suggestion? 

Ms. Gima: Go right ahead. 

Ms. Zigmond: Since we’ve been here for three and a half hours.  There’s no way we’re going
to get through all this.  There’s one thing that has a May 13th deadline on it, if maybe we could
do that. 

Ms. Gima: Which one is that Bev? 

Ms. Zigmond: That would be Resolution No. 16-01 entitled referring to our commissions about
composting.  

Ms. Gima: Okay. 

Mr. Alueta: . . . (inaudible) . . .

Ms. Gima: So Item No. 3, Resolution 15-139, we’re already passed due so we need to discuss
that, and then also No. 4, Resolution 16-01 that’s coming up.  Is there any objections to
deferring Item No. 5 which is the Resolution regulating agriculture tourism activities in the
agricultural district to our May meeting?  Or the workshop.  I see Clayton raising his hand. 

Mr. Yoshida: I guess...because of the public hearing notice, if we do not have the public
hearing, then we have to re-notice, and we have re-notice at least 30-days prior to the meeting
which is the next meeting, May 18th, is less than 30-days.  So probably we would schedule that
for June, unless you know they have a public hearing, close the public hearing, and then defer.

Ms. Gima: So you’re suggesting that for Item No. 5 because of the time constraints with public
notice that we would defer that one to the June meeting?

Mr. Yoshida: Well, I guess it’s up to the commission.  I mean we -- if you want to --.  People
could’ve testify at 5 o’clock on that item, but if you want to open the public hearing, close the
public hearing and defer to the next meeting, then we can bring Joe back and we can discuss
it in depth.

Ms. Gima: Does that go for the orientation workshop too?  No, this is just for that?  Okay.  But
we have to discuss Item 3 and 4 because of the time constraints, correct Joe?   Okay.  So let’s
move along.  I guess, you know, I’m going to make a motion that we defer Item No. 5, which
is the Council Resolution No. 16 –

Ms. Thomson: Just for clarification.  What Clayton is suggesting so that we don’t have the
problem of having to re-notice the public hearing is that you open public testimony on all three
items, take public testimony, and then you can defer after that. 

Ms. Gima: Alright, if there’s no objections from the commissioners, I’m going to open up public



Lana#i Planning Commission
Minutes – April 20, 2016
Page 58      APPROVED 07-20-2016

testimony.  Is there anyone in the audience that would like to testify on either items, No. 3, 4,
5, which were the three various Council Resolutions?  John?  Okay.  I don’t see anyone jumping
up.  Alright, without any objections, I’m going to close public testimony and now make a motion
to defer Item No. 5, Council Resolution 16-09 until our June 2016 meeting, or May.  I’m sorry,
the May, as well as deferring all the other items that are left.  That’s my motion.

Ms. Zigmond: Second. 

Ms. Gima: All in favor raise your hands.  One, two, three, four, five, six.  Unanimous.  Okay, so
Joe, come up and we’ll do the two Council Resolutions.

Mr. Joseph Alueta: No night differential for you Clayton.  Good evening.  My name is
Joe Alueta, I’m your Administrative Planning Officer.  I also work within the Zoning
Administration and Enforcement Division.  There are two methodologies in which you can
amend Title 19.  One is by myself, or the Department, or the Administration drafting an
amendment to Title 19, and we bring it before you.  Title 19 is the Zoning Code.  That’s what
we administer and that’s primarily all the permits that you review here today.  The other
methodology in which you can zone or amend Title 19, the Zoning Code, and that is by Council
Resolution.  By Charter, by requirement, the County Council must submit all resolutions to the
three planning commissions to review it and comments.  And you need to get their comments
back by a certain time period.  It doesn’t mean that they will automatically will take up the action
on the item.  It just means that they can take it up so it prevents you from deferring or delaying
sending your comments up.  Most of the Council will wait if they know that there is comments
coming from the three planning commissions.

So the first item that we have today is Resolution 15-139 referring to the Lanai, Maui, and
Molokai Planning Commissions.  This is regards to transient vacation rentals in Planned
Developments.  The Reader Digest version of this, this does not impact Lanai at all, okay.  This
is, if you recall, a couple of years ago, I came before you, there was a similar bill that amended,
that we did the original amendment to Planned Developments and it was called the Puamana
Bill because when you narrow down the scope of all the different Planned Developments that
would be allowed based on the narrow criterias that is established in 19.32 that they’ve carefully
crafted, only Puamana was impacted.  During that meeting, at Council, they attempted to
amend, add similar language that you see today to include Alaeloa which is another older
planned development.  They could not get a consensus from either the homeowners or
whatever, but that didn’t pass.  Apparently now Council is willing, is sending now another
amendment that would include Alaeloa.  Do we like specific resolutions that help or benefit or
hurt anyone individual or property?  No, it’s bad; bad policy and bad drafting.  I like in Title 19
through Pandora’s Box.  Every time you amend it, you don’t know what you’re going to get, and
you can have other consequences.  Based on our research this amendment again only will
have the ability or will grant Alaeloa the ability to do short-term rentals.  They currently advertise
it as short-term of rentals.  We’ve had notices of warnings against them also for their short-term
rentals.  But again, from that aspect, it doesn’t impact Lanai at all.  It impacts one planned
development on Maui.  
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Ms. Gima: Why is it in front of us?  This is just protocol. 

Mr. Alueta: It is because it is an amendment to Title 19. 

Ms. Gima: Okay.

Mr. Alueta:  Other, other points about this project or particular with regards to this, any time you
convert housing to short-term rentals or transient vacation rentals, it impacts the housing
market.  We’ve -- regardless of people, their position on it, that’s an economic fact.  We’re
noticing that, specifically on Maui, you guys talk about your shortage of housing.  It’s occurring
everywhere.  This project does not necessarily impact affordable housing if you want.  This is
very -- this is a gated community, 13 acres, very low density, a planned development project,
and the price range and rental rates are -- would not qualify within the affordable housing
criteria of either 50% to 80%, 80% to 100%.  I’m not even sure it would qualify in the 200
percentile bracket.  But again we’re just pointing that it does have an impact on housing in some
fashion because there are --.  If somebody can’t rent a house or can’t buy a house at a higher
level, they’re going to go down to the next level, and they’re going to pushing that market.  We
recognize that.  But, again, as indicated in my staff report, we don’t think it has any direct impact
on affordable rentals per se.  

And that’s pretty much, that’s the Readers Digest version. Do you have any questions for me?

Ms. Thomson: Yes.  For clarification.  If these properties wanted to do short-term rentals, now,
how would they go about it?  I want to prevent -- they’re not prevented from doing it if they just
follow the current procedure, right?

Mr. Alueta: Some of them would be, would qualify...if they were single family.  Because they are
duplex structures it would be difficult for them to seek a short-term rental permit or a bed and
breakfast because the restrictions in both of those title restrict it to a single-family dwelling.  So
that’s where it comes down because some of these are duplexes.  That’s why the language is
added.  It contains some duplexes.  

The other methodology in which this project or property as a whole could get short-term,
transient vacation rental is to seek a Community Plan Amendment to Hotel, and the H-word is
not normally a popular word on Maui or any island; and then seek a Change in Zoning to an
appropriate hotel district. 

Ms. Zigmond: Joe?  I know you’re not going to like this question, but what did Molokai do?

Mr. Alueta: They just --.  Actually they voted no comment after they --.  They had no comment.
Yes?

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: I noticed Riki voted no.  Like did he -- what was his --?  I see some of these
and he’s the only one that said no. 
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Mr. Alueta: It’s...I can never tell what it means. 

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: It’s on this paper.

Mr. Alueta:  Also, they...the vote is also to --.  Some of the vote doesn’t necessarily mean that
you’re in favor of the actual bill because the vote is for a resolution to transfer to the
commissions to discuss the items.  So even though a council member may be fore or against
the specific language of an ordinance or a proposed bill, it’s the resolution that’s to just transfer,
transmit it to the commissions.

Ms. Gima: What are we having to do?  Just provide comments?

Mr. Alueta: Correct.  Your options are –

Ms. Gima: Please read us our options.

Mr. Alueta: On page 2 of the memo report, your options are recommend approval of the
proposed bill to the Maui County Council; recommend approval of the proposed bill with
amendments to the Maui County Council; recommend denial of the proposed bill to the Maui
County Council; vote to defer action on the proposed bill in order to gather specific additional
information.  And Molokai just voted that they had no comment.

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: So the change is to -- the wording they’re, they’re putting in is except
Alaeloa?

Mr. Alueta: No.  If you look at the actual on exhibit...

Ms. Gima: Can we just vote to give no comments?

Mr. Alueta: Yeah.  It’s actually an amendment to 19.32 which is the Planned Development
standards for the project.  Planned Developments are a development method, and it’s very
rarely used.  Basically it allows for a little greater density for projects if they dedicate like 20%
as open space within their complex.  So you can have --.  And it allows for also some type of
mixed zoning.  In this case this is an apartment zoning, and they have a 13 acre parcel, and
they were basically allowed to do some duplexes, and maybe a couple of additional units out
of it, but they dedicated over 20% of their area as being open space. Not in zoning, but just
maintained in open space.  Puamana’s the same way...and as well as all planned developments
that follows this cap.  Planned Developments are approved by each commission. 

Right.  There are no Planned Developments on Lanai anyway, so again -- and there’s none that
would meet this criteria. 

Ms. Zigmond: Madame Chair, I make a motion that we have no comment. 

Mr. Oshiro: . . . (inaudible) . . .
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Ms. Gima: It’s been moved by Bev, and second by Brad that we provide no comments on this
resolution.  All in favor raise your hand.  It’s unanimous; six votes.  Okay, next one. 

It was moved by Commissioner Beverly Zigmond, seconded by
Commissioner Bradford Oshiro, then unanimously

VOTED: to provide no comments to County Council.
 

(Assenting: M. Badillo, S. Ferguson, K. Gima, S. Koanui Nefalar,
B. Oshiro, B. Zigmond)

(Excused: M. Baltero, S. Marlowe)
(Absent: J. Barfield)

4. MR. WILLIAM SPENCE transmitting Council Resolution No. 16-1 referring
to the Lanai, Maui, and Molokai Planning Commissions a Proposed Bill
amending Title 19, Maui County Code relating to composting in the County
Agriculture District. (J. Alueta) 

Mr. Alueta: Thank you.  Okay, the next item is...Resolution 16 -- I’m sorry -- 16-01 with regards
to allowing for composting within the agricultural district.  If you go to page 3...just to help you
along with, with how this works; the cheat sheet.  Okay, under the current standards, right,
composting is allowed.  It’s a normal activity within a farming operation, okay.  So if you wanted
to compost and use onsite, and use onsite material, we consider it an allowed practice within
both the County and State Agricultural District.  If you compost onsite material and sell to
others, right.  You have thousands of acres of brush and other compostable materials that’s
sitting there and you mowed it all up and you composted it and you wanted to sell it to another
farmer at another location, you could.  That would be considered a normal agricultural practice
and we consider it -- that’s an allowed use within both the State and County Agriculture.  

If you wanted to compost offsite material, right.  So you’re importing green waste from the local
tree trimmers for your farm, and you have like a five acre farm or whatever, but you need a lot
of compost for vegetable gardens, and you compost that material and use it on your vegetable
gardens, that’s also allowed.  That’s -- it’s just like you’re importing any other raw material for
your production of your farm. 

Ms. Zigmond: Does that site mean off island?

Mr. Alueta: Off property so off of the parcel lot.  

Ms. Zigmond: But it would have to be on island, on the same island. 

Mr. Alueta: No.  

Ms. Zigmond: No?
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Mr. Alueta: If it was off island it would be another parcel that it was coming from, right, yeah.
And then the other way is like if you wanted to do -- but if you wanted to compost offsite material
or off island material, and then sell it to somebody else, right, on another parcel, that would be
not be allowed and you would need to get, for us, a special, a permit. 

What’s going on with the proposal which is...is that they, they’re, County Council is proposing
a definition for composting in their bill, and they’re making it an allowed use.  Meaning that it’s
not considered to be...it’s not an accessory use of a farm, but it’s just a permitted use in the
agricultural district.  So what this means is you can have an agricultural lot and bring material
off site, compost it, and use it onsite or sell, okay.  But, there may or may not be a farm.  So --
and like I said so it would be the commercial operation on the property is not a farm, but is a
composting operation.  That’s how the definition, that’s how they have it written right now.  The
Department has concerns on that, and we kind of enumerated those concerns that we share
with the Office of Economic Development.  

One is we talked about noise.  If you have a two acre ag lot and you bring a chipper shredder
or, or drum...drum grinder -- thank you -- and you’re doing stumps, right, it’s going to make a
lot of noise.  Especially if you live next to an urban area or if you are in a quasi urban, two acre
ag lot subdivision, it’s going to make a lot noise.  Especially if it’s going eight to 10 hours a day.

Contaminants...the issue with like any material, you’re grinding it up into like a humus like
material, it can get dried out, it can get wind blown if you don’t have appropriate containment.

Fire, you have -- these -- part of the composting process is heat.  If you pile up the material it
generates a lot of heat.  If you don’t -- if you pile it too high, you can get fires.  You see that --
when you hear about landfill dumps, that’s pretty much what’s going on is that you’ve created
a compost pile and its got packed down and it generates enough heat that it self combusts.
And so we’ve had fires not only at landfill, you have fires at the composting facilities on Maui
which is at the local dump, at the local landfill.

Invasive species movement.  You’re going to allow people to bring compost in from off, off
property.  There may or may not be the transportation of some invasive species.  We had a
case where in Haiku they discovered some fire ants.  The guy got all of the compost, and he
took it Hana landfill.  Hana landfill said we can’t take that, you’ve got to take it to Central Maui.
So you basically have a little fire ants hitching a ride on a truck that went all along Hana
Highway.  That could spread and be disastrous had it gotten loose and other colonies
established out there, so that’s part of the concern. 

The County supports composting.  We think...and a lot of the testifiers previously had, on Maui
and, I mean, on Molokai, it’s the life blood of any farm, whether it’s a traditional farm or an
organic farm composting.  Compost material is desperately needed.  However from the
Department’s standpoint we don’t feel that this bill is adoptable in its current form.  We think,
currently, we restrict -- we consider composting to be a permitted use as part of a farming
operation or as a farm, a commercial farm operation.  It’s the only where you bringing off site
material where we would consider you to get a Special Use Permit, okay.  Even though they’ve
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made it, and as I explained -- I know you all read my memo report -- and so that if you...look at
it, even though the County makes it a permitted use in their County Agricultural District, the
Planning Department does not believe it’s an allowed use in the State District.  So we would
require a Special Permit under 205-6.  So if this bill is attempting to get around the Special
Permit process of the State, we don’t -- it doesn’t do that.  Just because you make it a permitted
use in the County Ag, it doesn’t mean that you’ve somehow made it an allowed use in the State
Ag.  And we’ve pointed out that even at the State Leg they attempted several bills, or there was
a bill to define composting and establish limits.  So already people are thinking about
composting and they’re saying, hey, we need to create some standards for it.  

So, that’s pretty -- I mean, that summarized most of our concerns.  We do recommend even
though we’re not in support of this particular bill, we do recommend that there should be an
amendment to 19.04 which is the definition sections of the Maui County Code to define both
composting, which has a more generic term, generic...definition, and more broader, as well as
commercial composting.  So, that would help us in our enforcement as far as that goes.  Do you
have any questions before I read our recommendations?

Ms. Zigmond: So you’re recommending denial of this?

Mr. Alueta: We -- yes, and we also recommend -- we think that the current restrictions and the
use of the special permit is the appropriate manner in which to regulate composting facilities
and take them on a case by case basis.  And we do -- and we also are recommending that you
incorporate the two definitions that we wrote in there...our recommendations. 

Mr. Oshiro: Okay on Lanai, so wherever they bring that green waste from, it’s all of Lanai so it
doesn’t --.  You know where you say it comes from some place else...if it comes from Lanai,
it’s Lanai compost, right?

Mr. Alueta: If it’s on the same parcel, coming from the same parcel.

Mr. Oshiro: But then most of the parcels are owned by Pulama, yeah, over here, so –

Mr. Alueta: Right.  I think that’s -- I mean, I think that if they wanted to say here’s our farm, and
our farm is consisting all of these parcel, and we probably wouldn’t -- we wouldn’t -- we would
say that’s probably permitted use.  It’s when they want to bring in like, like I say, it’s more,
again, it’s more --.  Lanai’s kind of unique, so this bill really impacts on Maui and Molokai where
people would want to bring in off site materials and do it as a commercial operation and it may
not be on the correct, what we feel, may not get the correct analysis and conditions to limit. 

Ms. Gima: I think what I just saw is that there’s bio solid, sewage sludge, that could be allowed
in a compost?

Mr. Alueta: That is, that is correct. 

Ms. Gima: Wow. 
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Mr. Alueta: And that currently is what goes -- at Eco Compost is the only facility on Maui that
takes bio solids. 

Ms. Gima: Stacie?

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: I don’t have a comment, but I, I was in favor of Joe’s recommendation,
what he said was the Planning Department wanted. 

Ms. Gima: Are you making a motion?

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: If there’s no other comments, then –

Ms. Gima: No other comments?

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: If there’s no other comments, then yeah.  

Ms. Gima: You’re making a motion to what?  Deny? 

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: No.

Ms. Gima: What is --?  I’m sorry, what’s the Planning Department’s recommendation?

Mr. Alueta: The Department is not in support of the bill, but we do recommend that the
composting and -- composting and commercial composting be defined.  Molokai...if you’re
interested, recommended denial, and that they take into accounts the definitions that the
Department presented.  And also they wanted to have defined organics.  Definition of organics.
Maui Planning Commission also recommended against the proposal, and voted to -- and that
it go back to Committee for further work and that they include the amendments of the
Department discussed.  

Ms. Gima: So Stacie, you have a motion?

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: I motion to deny and for the definitions for composting and organic
be...what’s my words?

Ms. Gima: Commercial composting?

Ms. Koanui Nefalar: Yes, be more, I guess, defined, as recommended by Planning Department.

Ms. Gima: Okay, so the motion is to deny...sorry, I’m tired -- this Resolution and taking, and to
taking -- the Council take into consideration the Planning Departments definitions of composting
and commercial composting.  So that’s the motion do I hear a second?  And organic, I’m sorry.
Brad seconds.  Any further discussion before we vote?  No?  All in favor raise your hand.
That’s six, that’s unanimous, it passes.  Thank you Joe. 
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It was moved by Commissioner Stacie Koanui Nefalar, seconded by
Commissioner Bradford Oshiro, then unanimously

VOTED: to recommend, to County Council, denial of the proposed bill,
and that Council considers the Planning Department’s
definitions of composting, commercial composting and
organic.

(Assenting: M. Badillo, S. Ferguson, K. Gima, S. Koanui Nefalar,
B. Oshiro, B. Zigmond)

(Excused: M. Baltero, S. Marlowe)
(Absent: J. Barfield)

5. MR. WILLIAM SPENCE, Planning Director transmitting Council Resolution
No. 16-9 referring to the Lanai, Maui, and Molokai Planning Commissions
a Proposed Bill to Regulate Agricultural Tourism Activities in the
Agricultural District. (J. Alueta)

Mr. Alueta: Thank you.  You sure you don’t want to try for one more?

Ms. Gima: It, it’s been a long day.

H. ORIENTATION WORKSHOP NO. 1 (Conducted by the Department of the
Corporation Counsel representative) 

1. The Sunshine Law (Chapter 92, Hawaii Revised Statutes)
2. Ethics
3. Contested Cases
4. Property Rights
5. Rational Nexus and Rough Proportionality

I. DIRECTOR’S REPORT

1. Open Lana#i Applications Report as distributed by the Planning Department
with  the April 20, 2016 agenda

2. Agenda Items for the May 18, 2016 Lana#i Planning Commission meeting

It was moved by Commissioner Kelli Gima, seconded by Commissioner
Beverly Zigmond, then unanimously
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VOTED: to defer Agenda Items G5, H, and I to the next scheduled
meeting.

(Assenting: M. Badillo, S. Ferguson, K. Gima, S. Koanui Nefalar,
B. Oshiro, B. Zigmond)

(Excused: M. Baltero, S. Marlowe)
(Absent: J. Barfield)

J. NEXT REGULAR MEETING DATE: MAY 18, 2016 

K. ADJOURNMENT

Ms. Gima: So we are deferring -- where did my agenda go?  So we deferred the rest of
everything to our May meeting, which is the next meeting will be on May 18th.  It is now exactly
9:00 p.m.   With no objections, I’m going to adjourn this meeting. 

There being no further discussion brought forward to the Commission, the meeting was
adjourned at approximately 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by,

LEILANI A. RAMORAN-QUEMADO
Secretary to Boards and Commissions II
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